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DISTRICT DEVELOPMENTS

As this Rotary year draws to a close, I'm incredibly
proud of what we’ve achieved together across
District 9790. We set realistic goals and followed
through with action, energy, and commitment.

A key target was for one-third of clubs to engage
with a membership strategy—through the
Framework for Improvement—and we surpassed
that, with around 40% completing the Member
Engagement Health Check. This work supported
genuine growth: one-third of clubs grew by two or
more members, placing our District among the top
performers in our Zone.

Our District Conference was a major highlight—our
best-attended in many years—with an energising
mix of Rotary content, movement, music, and
connection. Our Changeover, Multi-Club Visits, and
the Oxley Membership Day also reflected this year's
theme of doing things differently—with fun, intent,
and collaboration.

l In this newsletter you will find:

Latest disrict news, what’s on, projects and much more! ¢
Keep Reading! __,_,-“ﬂ'
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HIGHLIGHTS THIS MONTH
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Rotary @ Emergency Services
Districts of Victoria e communlty Awards

An evening of Recognition and Celebration

Vic RESCA recognises outstanding community service of
both paid and volunteer members of Victorian
Emergency Services and supports Emergency Services

Foundation (ESF) research scholarships.

Patron: The Governor of Victoria
Her Excellency Professor the Honourable Margaret Gardner AC

2025 AWARDS DINNER

Saturday 6" September 2025
6.30 pm Hyatt Place Essendon Fields fuk

12-14 WHAT’S COMING UP, DEADLINES AND NOTICES

Photo credits: Stephen O’Connell OAM: Cover (supplied); ; David Redfearn: Cover, 3, 11; Linda Gidlund: 10 (supplied)

Cover: DG Stephen and Carol on stage during the District Assembly at the Benalla Town Hall (David
Redfearn)
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Carol and | met with 90% of club boards, listened deeply, and shared ideas. The Committee of
Management launched an improved digital archive system for District continuity, we reignited the
Council of Governors, and strengthened collaboration across portfolios and leadership roles.
Participation in training and Zoom-based learning was strong, and our District is now recognised
Zone-wide for innovation in club culture and member retention.

A sincere thank you to every Rotarian who contributed to our wonderful District. It has been an
honour to serve as your District Governor. Together, we’ve truly Hit the High Notes—with purpose,
unity, and joy.

Thank you!
Stephen O’Connell OAM

Presenting the Regional Service Award for a Polio-Free World on behailf of the
Rotary Foundation to Melissa Hebberd

DG Stephen addressing District Assembly in Benalla
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ABOVE:
Incoming
District
Governors
Emma Davis
(left), Evan
Burrell and
Jenn Wong
are all under
45 years of
age and ready
to shake

up Rotary
leadership.

Three new gen governors are Qpinning
the Rotary wheel their way

In a refreshing and revealing conversation, we sat
down with three of Rotary’s youngest and most
dynamic district governors.

ncoming district
governors Evan
Burrell, 43
(District 9660,
NSW), Emma
Davis, 41 (District 9790, Vic
& southern NSW), and Jenn
Wong, 37 (District 9910,
NZ) are proving that age is
no barrier when it comes
to leading with passion,

purpose and a good dose of
personality.

These trailblazers
represent a new era of
Rotary leadership: energetic,
digitally savvy and unafraid
to shake things up.

Their leadership style
is collaborative, cheeky at
times and deeply committed
to service with impact.

These three authentic
changemakers are truly
spinning the Rotary wheel
their own way - and inviting
others to hop on for the ride.

Here, they speak candidly
about their unexpected
paths to governorship, and
how they're infusing their
districts with fresh ideas -
from TikTok takeovers and
creative club collaborations
to grassroots projects that
truly connect with their
communities.

You're under 45 and

a Rotary District
Governor - what
inspired you to take on
such a big leadership
role at a relatively
young age in Rotary
terms?

Evan: Honestly? I've got three
young kids, a full-time job
and barely time to think... so
why not add district governor
to the mix [laughs]? But
really, I've been part of the
Rotary family since | was 18,
starting out in Rotaract, so
service and leadership have
been in my blood for a very
long time.

Taking on the role of
district governor under the
age of 45 might be seen as
‘young' in Rotary terms, but



to me, it felt like the right
time. I've spent 26 years
having fun in Rotary, building
connections, taking selfies
and using creativity and
social media to modernise
our message. | wanted to
bring fresh energy to the

role - to show younger
members and future leaders
that Rotary isn't just for those
with grey hair. Rotary can be
exciting, inclusive and full of
potential opportunities.

Plus, if not now, when?
Rotary needs diverse voices
and bold ideas now,
not later.

Emma: Rotary leadership did
not reflect our community.
Seven years ago, | rang a
governor elect and said, “The
board is all old white men.
What are you going to do
about it?" He said, “You can
help me". | joined the district
board. As a young woman,
committed Rotarian and busy
working millennial, | wanted
our district leadership to
reflect the community we
serve - true diversity and
inclusion. I'm aware ‘young’
is a term based on age, not
on the years of dedicated
service or extensive
experience given I've been
around Rotary for 26 years.
I'll be 41 as governor, the
youngest DG in our district
and my state, and I'm proud
of that achievement.

Jenn: | wanted to make a
difference and challenge
some of the common
stigmas. | wanted to show
that Rotary is still relevant

in today's world - and

open to everyone. When |
stepped into the DG role,

| had a three-month-old
baby, and he's come to most

of my Rotary events. It's
been amazing to see how
welcoming the clubs have
been to a first-time mum
and her baby!

What first drew you
to Rotary, and what
made you stick around
long enough to end
up running the whole
district?
Evan: What first drew me
to Rotary? Honestly, free
food and the chance to find
a girlfriend! | was 18, | went
along to a Rotaract meeting
in Manly, and | thought, “Hey,
this looks fun and there are
free snacks!” But what made
me stay wasn't the party
pies or sausage rolls - well,
the party pies were pretty
good - it was the new people
| met, the purpose and the
potential to actually do
something good in the world.
Plus, as a bonus, | did meet
agirll

Over time, | realised
Rotary gave me a platform
not just to serve, but to grow
as a leader, be creative,
have fun and connect with
people from all walks of life.
| stuck around because it
never stops inspiring me,
And as for running the whole
district? Oh boy! Well, let's
just say | couldn't resist the
challenge - and maybe the
cool lapel pin.

Emma: | was approached
for high school debating

at 15. | was then privileged
to be part of two great
alumni programs, Rotary
Youth Leadership Award
(RYLA) and the Group Study
Exchange program. | was so
appreciative and got involved
and joined in my 20s. Within
weeks, | was on the club

board, and I've served a
diverse range of club, district
and zone portfolios. The
more you do, the better you
feel... and the more you do.
Everything I've done with
Rotary is my way of paying

it forward.

Jenn: I'm a second-
generation Rotarian - my
dad has just completed 50
years of service, so | basically
grew up with Rotary. When |
started university, | had some
free time and wanted to give
back to my community.

| Googled ‘Rotaract’, found
the Rotaract Club of Dunedin,
joined... and the rest

is history!

What bold, fresh

goals do you hope to
accomplish as DG -
something that maybe
previous governors
didn't dare try, or
simply couldn’t crack?
Evan: As district governor, |
really want to shake things
up - in a good way! One
bold goal of mine is to
revolutionise how Rotary is
seen by the public. | want

to supercharge our public
image and digital messaging
with creativity, storytelling
and social media in ways a
DG hasn't fully embraced
before. It's certainly
something I've been trying to
do for over a decade. I've got
some amazing clubs doing
some incredible work out
there, but the world doesn’t
always see it. | want to

fix that.

I'm also focused on
making Rotary simply
irresistible to younger
generations, especially
younger families like mine,
by modernising how we

NEW GEN GOVERNORS

“I'm also
focused

on making
Rotary simply
irresistible

to younger
generations,
especially
younger
families like
mine, by
modernising
how we

meet, how
we engage
and how we
lead. That
means more
flexibility,
more fun and
less formality.
Rotary can still
have tradition
and TikTok!"
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BELOW:
These new
gen governors
are proving
that age is

no barrier
when it comes
to leading
with passion,
purpose and a
good dose of
personality.

meet, how we engage and
how we lead. That means
more flexibility, more fun and
less formality. Rotary can still
have tradition and TikTok!

Emma: I'm a busy active
Rotarian living in Melbourne
with our district stretching
up to Holbrook in southern
NSW, over to Deniliquin and
across to the mountains of
Corryong and Mount Beauty.
I'm intentionally balancing
full-time work and the Rotary
service aspects of my life

to normalise the future of
Rotary leadership. Governor
visits in the traditional

sense - having a meal and
repeating an international
president's theme - is no
longer valuable to members.
My district's clubs know | am
going to be on the ground
for their service activities
and community engagement
projects. I'm getting out and
about and being part of
their communities and the
things that are important to
them. We need to focus on
service and celebrations, not
meetings. It's just different.
Different is good.

Jenn: Well, showing up to
club visits with a toddler
definitely hasn't been the
norm [laughs]! | try to
approach things differently
and bring a fresh energy. I've

had Rotarians at every club
up and dancing - it's about
shaking things up and making
Rotary feel inclusive and
dynamic. I'm also encouraging
clubs to embrace technology
more - tools like Canva, Al
and improving their social
media presence. The ideas of
yesterday might not appeal to
the Rotarians of tomorrow, so
we must continue to evolve to
stay relevant!

Okay, real talk - did
you take on the DG
role for the chance to
make a difference... or
was it the irresistible
combo of fancy name
badges and the bling,
being fawned over at
club visits or being able
to say ‘Past District
Governor' in your
Linkedin bio?

Evan: Look, I'd love to say |
took on the DG role purely
for noble reasons like
making a difference and
uniting for good, but let's be
honest... have you seen the
bling [laughs]? | mean, who
doesn’t want a fancy name
badge to wear 24/7 and
have an excuse to update
their bio across every social
media platform? But in all

£

seriousness, | did it because |
do care deeply about Rotary's
future and the role | play in
it, plus the chance to make
some change and hopefully
make a difference too.

Emma: | will admit that
wearing a Rotary badge and
showing the world that I'm a
proud Rotarian is important
to me, but that can also be
done in a practical way. I'm
proud to have been involved
in district leadership for the
past seven years; as assistant
governor for three, and then
nominee designate, nominee,
elect and now governor. It's
not the title that's important,
it's what the role represents,
the connector between
member, club, community,
district, zone and Rotary
International. I've had many
celebrations to be proud

of and challenges that I've
supported for our People of
Action in District 9790.

Jenn: [laughs] Definitely the
LinkedIn title! But the funny
thing is, most people in my
professional network don't
actually know what a district
governor is - or even what
Rotary really does. That's part
of what drives me: | want to
change that narrative. | want
to show that Rotary is for
everyone and, yes - kids are
welcome too! wu
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Shitbox Rally Details

The Shitbox Rally is not a race, rather a challenge to achieve the unthinkable:

To drive an old car, affectionally referred to as a “Shitbox”, extraordinary distances,
across difficult terrain, in order to raise awareness and generate much needed funds for
Cancer Research.

OVERVIEW

OCT 247 - NOV 18T 202856

Driving cars worth less than $1,500 across Australia via some of its most formidable
roads, certainly inspires people to reflect on the difficulties encountered by those
stricken with cancer.

The message from Rotary leadership is to explore the power of us, all of us, working
together to achieve even greater things than we could striving on our own.

We were introduced to the Shitbox when we had some guest speakers and became
inspired by what could be achieved.

But in life there has to be a first, someone to step up and try a different approach. The
Rotary Club of Rutherglen saw this as an opportunity and understood that someone had
to get the car started.

This is why we committed the initial entry fee $930 to get this car on the road.



The Request...

We now need your help to make this car really drive results.

What we are asking is that as many clubs as possible help this team be successful by
donating at least $250 and if it is within the club’s financial capability match the input
from our club.

We want to show that together we are stronger and more capable than if we work in
isolation.

Cancer is such as common illness, and it seems that everyone knows at least one
person adversely affected.

This is where the money has been going

Arecent FB post from Shitbox

Box Rallies and partner Cancer Council, Awards over $5.8 Million to Support
Cutting-Edge Cancer Research

We are proud to announce that 13 world-class cancer research projects have been
awarded a total of $5.8 million in funding, thanks to the remarkable efforts and
support of the Box Rallies community.

“We are funding and will continue to fund the best cancer researchers in Australia.
We are so proud and excited to announce this new round of funding,”
- James Freeman OAM, Founder & CEO, Box Rallies

These newly funded projects span a wide range of cancer types, including breast,
brain, lung, colorectal, pancreatic, leukemia, neuroblastoma and more.

2025 Grant Recipients:

® Dr David Waddington - University of Sydney | Pancreatic Cancer - $450,000
@ Prof Hubert Hondermarck - University of Newcastle | Breast Cancer - $448,302
® Prof Hubert Hondermarck - University of Newcastle | Brain Cancer - $439,533
® A/Prof Clare Stirzaker - UNSW | Breast Cancer - $448,116

® A/Prof Belamy Cheung - UNSW | Brain Cancer - $448,619

® A/Prof David Croucher - UNSW | Neuroblastoma - $445,226

@ Dr Hui-Fern Koay - University of Melbourne | All Cancer Types - $445,000

@® Prof John Pimanda - UNSW | Leukemia - $450,000

@ A/Prof Orazio Vittorio - UNSW | Brain Cancer - $435,232

@® Dr Nicholas Hindley - University of Sydney | Lung Cancer - $448,112

® Dr Charis Teh - Walter and Eliza Hall Institute | Colorectal & Lung Cancer -
$449,997

® Dr Scott Cohen - University of Sydney | All Cancer Types - $440,047

@ Prof Luke Selth - Flinders University | Breast & Prostate Cancer - $447,634



How to donate...

Sheissbiichse

Brook Ratcliff & Sylvia williams are
fundraising for the Cancer Council

Follow this link = https://pdf.services.wegive.com.au/pdf/6481

Or
Scan this QR Code

: T
Cancer 3 %
Council 8

eir shitbo
Scan the QR code to target set at $2,000,000 plus
donate These funds go to Cancer Council and we are extremely proud to be




youth
exchange

Rotary

-"Debutant Ball - Eleven of the 22 participants are
Rotary Exchange students. Nine are Inbound
students and three are Rebound students. The
Debutant Ball was held on 31 May and was a highly
successful cultural experience for the students.

Karolina entertaining the Mooroopna
during that last opportunity to express
her gratitude and learning.

Youth News
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"What are they doing now?

some struggles

57 ’_5'-&. [ } ; =
Justine giving a summary of her year that | understand
brought many Mansfield members and guests to tears.

\ = SR Ve |
Rebecca exchanging gifts following her final presentation to
Corowa. Imagine going from Taiwan to Corowa.

y@uth Arianna during her while looking at reflection of - .
exchange her year with Kyabram. Arianna may also be Rosa givihg her final
wondering what is ahead when returning to Italy. presentation to Albury West
Rotary as the year is fast closing.

10
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Youth News 4

Youth Progams Contacts

Rotary Youth Exchange Rotex — Contact Rotex by
(RYE) — Meredith Miegel, M email: rotex9790@gmail.com,
0417 246 546, Email: see the Rotex District 9790

chairperson@rye9790.org.au Facebook page.

Rotary Youth Leadership  Albury North - Rotary Youth
Award (RYLA) — Linda Program of ENrichment
Gidlund, M 0418 173 279,  (RYPEN) — Nathan Stuart, M

Email info@ryla9790.org.au 0412 707 770, Email -
msgnathans@gmail.com

Rotary Youth Program of
ENrichment (RYPEN) —
Contact Sally West, M 0402
361 551,

emalil
sallywestrotary@gmail.com
or_rypen@rotary9790.org.au

Programs Chair Nat Hood on nat990151@gmail.com

S

( If you would like further information please email Youth J

11
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An evening of Recognition and Celebration

Vic RESCA recognises outstanding community service of
both paid and volunteer members of Victorian
Emergency Services and supports Emergency Services
Foundation (ESF) research scholarships.

Patron: The Governor of Victoria
Her Excellency Professor the Honourable Margaret Gardner AC

2025 AWARDS DINNER

Saturday 6'" September 2025
6.30 pm Hyatt Place Essendon Fields
$100 per person :

Book via QR code or website
https://events. humanitix.com/2025-victorian-rotary-emergency-senvice-community-awards-vic-resca

Rotarians, individuals, agency representatives, colleagues, nominators,
and the family and friends of finalists, are all welcome.

BOOKINGS CLOSE Thursday 28" August - so get in quick!
The program includes

= Presentation by past ESF scholarship recipient
= Recognition of ‘Finalists’ from each Emergency Service agency
= Recognition of Major Winners: for both Volunteer and Paid capacity

Ticket price includes

2-course meal and drink on arrival

Unlimited soft drink, juices, still and sparkling water, tea and coffee
Additional alcoholic drinks can be purchased at bar prices
Complimentary on-site carparking

Discounted accommodation (details on booking site)

Children discounted pricing available (during booking)

To find out more about Vic RESCA g9 to: www.vic.rescawards.org.au/
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ROTARY SOUTH PACIFI NFEREN S

Don't miss your chance to win!

Rotary South Pacific Conference
31 October - 2 November 2025

- DON'T MISS OUT:

-

SHARE GROW

N GOLD COAST 2025 4%

Register before 30 June for
early bird rates and
a chance to win!

L Wl

Mow is the perfect time to save your spot at the biggest Rotary gathering in our region.

ie 2025 Rotary South Pacific Conference is an amazing opportunity to expand your Rotary networ
d learn from inspiring speakers. All Rotary and Rotaract members, and alumni of Rotary programs
are welcome to attend.

you register before 30 June 2025, you'll not only pay a reduced early bird rate for the conference.
you'll automatically go in the draw to win two free tickets to the Gala Dinner on Saturday 1
November.

One lucky person will have the cost of their Gala Dinner ticket — and that of another attendee —
reimbursed or covered. That’s almost $200 worth of tickets for free!

Register now for your chance to win.

Good luckl
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Visit this calendar throughout the year to find award nomination due dates and convention and
event information. Develop meeting agendas, projects, or public image campaigns based on these
special occasions. All dates are subject to change.

Rotary Fellowships
Month
21-25 June — Rotary
International
Convention, Calgary,
Canada

LEADING TOGETHER, DISTRICT DEVELOPMENTS IS THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF ROTARY DISTRICT 9790 INC.
WWW.ROTARY9790.0RG.AU THE NEXT DISTRICT BULLETIN WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEW ROTARY YEAR UNDER
INCOMING DG EMMA DAVIS. WATCH OUT FOR FURTHER DETAILS IN JULY.

PUBLISHER/EDITOR: DAVID REDFEARN ART DIRECTOR: DAVID REDFEARN ADVERTISING: DAVID REDFEARN OTHER
DUTIES AS REQUIRED: DAVID REDFEARN

NOTE: ALL PHOTOGRAPHS/IMAGES SUBMITTED MUST INCLUDE DETAILED CAPTIONS LE. NAMES OF PEOPLE, EVENT
LOCATIONS ETC. IT IS PRESUMED THAT THE SUPPLIER OF THE PHOTOGRAPH/IMAGE HAS APPROVAL OF THE
OWNER OF SAID COPYRIGHT TO REPRODUCE THE PHOTOGRAPH/IMAGE

CLOSING DATE IS 10 JULY 2025 ALL ARTICLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS IMAGES TO: dredfearn@vtown.com.au

NOTE: THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION REPRESENT THOSE OF THE CONTRIBUTOR/S AND ARE NOT
NECESSARILY THOSE OF OR SHARED BY THE DISTRICT, THE COMMITTEE, ANY CLUB, THE MEMBERS OR THE
MAGAZINE

THIS BULLETIN IS DESIGNED ON CANVA (WWW.CANVA.COM)
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