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A word from DG Stephen

Latest disrict news, what’s on, projects and much more!
Keep Reading!

As this Rotary year draws to a close, I’m incredibly
proud of what we’ve achieved together across
District 9790. We set realistic goals and followed
through with action, energy, and commitment.

A key target was for one-third of clubs to engage
with a membership strategy—through the
Framework for Improvement—and we surpassed
that, with around 40% completing the Member
Engagement Health Check. This work supported
genuine growth: one-third of clubs grew by two or
more members, placing our District among the top
performers in our Zone.

Our District Conference was a major highlight—our
best-attended in many years—with an energising
mix of Rotary content, movement, music, and
connection. Our Changeover, Multi-Club Visits, and
the Oxley Membership Day also reflected this year’s
theme of doing things differently—with fun, intent,
and collaboration.



HIGHLIGHTS THIS MONTH
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COVER, 3 DG STEPHEN’S NOTES
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4-6 FROM TIKTOK TO TOP JOB

12-14 WHAT’S COMING UP, DEADLINES AND NOTICES

10 YOUTH - “WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW?”

Cover: DG Stephen and Carol on stage during the District Assembly at the Benalla Town Hall (David
Redfearn)

7-9 SHITBOX RALLY DETAILS (RUTHERGLEN ROTARY}



Carol and I met with 90% of club boards, listened deeply, and shared ideas. The Committee of
Management launched an improved digital archive system for District continuity, we reignited the
Council of Governors, and strengthened collaboration across portfolios and leadership roles.
Participation in training and Zoom-based learning was strong, and our District is now recognised
Zone-wide for innovation in club culture and member retention.

A sincere thank you to every Rotarian who contributed to our wonderful District. It has been an
honour to serve as your District Governor. Together, we’ve truly Hit the High Notes—with purpose,
unity, and joy.

Thank you!
Stephen O’Connell OAM

DG’s Column (continued)
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DG Stephen addressing District Assembly in Benalla Presenting the Regional Service Award for a Polio-Free World on behalf of the
Rotary Foundation to Melissa Hebberd
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Youth News

"What are they doing now?
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Justine giving a summary of her year that I understand

brought many Mansfield members and guests to tears.

-"Debutant Ball - Eleven of the 22 participants are

Rotary Exchange students. Nine are Inbound

students and three are Rebound students. The

Debutant Ball was held on 31 May and was a highly

successful cultural experience for the students.

Karolina entertaining the Mooroopna

during that last opportunity to express

her gratitude and learning.

Rebecca exchanging gifts following her final presentation to

Corowa. Imagine going from Taiwan to Corowa.

Arianna during her while looking at reflection of

her year with Kyabram. Arianna may also be

wondering what is ahead when returning to Italy.
Rosa giving her final

presentation to Albury West

as the year is fast closing.



Rotary Youth Exchange
(RYE) – Meredith Miegel, M
0417 246 546, Email:
chairperson@rye9790.org.au

Rotary Youth Leadership
Award (RYLA) – Linda
Gidlund, M 0418 173 279,
Email info@ryla9790.org.au

Rotary Youth Program of
ENrichment (RYPEN) –
Contact Sally West, M 0402
361 551,
email
sallywestrotary@gmail.com
 or rypen@rotary9790.org.au

 

If you would like further information please email Youth
Programs Chair Nat Hood on nat990151@gmail.com

Youth News

Youth Progams Contacts

Rotex – Contact Rotex by
email: rotex9790@gmail.com,
see the Rotex District 9790
Facebook page.

Albury North - Rotary Youth
Program of ENrichment
(RYPEN) – Nathan Stuart, M
0412 707 770, Email -
msgnathans@gmail.com
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ROTARY SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE 2025
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https://hail.to/rotary-on-the-move/publication/Bd4YblT/article/vMTbJog


LEADING TOGETHER, DISTRICT DEVELOPMENTS IS THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF ROTARY DISTRICT 9790 INC.
WWW.ROTARY9790.ORG.AU  THE NEXT DISTRICT BULLETIN  WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEW ROTARY YEAR UNDER
INCOMING DG EMMA DAVIS. WATCH OUT FOR FURTHER DETAILS IN JULY. 
 
PUBLISHER/EDITOR: DAVID REDFEARN  ART DIRECTOR: DAVID REDFEARN ADVERTISING: DAVID REDFEARN OTHER
DUTIES AS REQUIRED: DAVID REDFEARN

NOTE: ALL PHOTOGRAPHS/IMAGES SUBMITTED MUST INCLUDE DETAILED CAPTIONS I.E. NAMES OF PEOPLE, EVENT
LOCATIONS ETC. IT IS PRESUMED THAT THE SUPPLIER OF THE PHOTOGRAPH/IMAGE HAS APPROVAL OF THE
OWNER OF SAID COPYRIGHT TO REPRODUCE THE PHOTOGRAPH/IMAGE

CLOSING DATE IS 10 JULY 2025  ALL ARTICLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS IMAGES TO:

NOTE: THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS PUBLICATION REPRESENT THOSE OF THE CONTRIBUTOR/S AND ARE NOT
NECESSARILY THOSE OF OR SHARED BY  THE DISTRICT, THE COMMITTEE, ANY CLUB, THE MEMBERS OR THE
MAGAZINE 

THIS BULLETIN IS DESIGNED ON CANVA (WWW.CANVA.COM) 
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ROTARY CALENDAR

dredfearn@vtown.com.au

Visit this calendar throughout the year to find award nomination due dates and convention and
event information. Develop meeting agendas, projects, or public image campaigns based on these

special occasions. All dates are subject to change.
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