
 

Ian Murphy Memorial Debate 
ROTARY DEBATING COMPETITION MARKING SHEET 

Title of Debate: _______________________________________ 

Page 1  

 
First Speaker Affirmative Name: __________________________________________________ 

  Possible Matter Manner Method 

OPENING Ineffective 
Aroused attention 

Too long 

0 
5 

0   /5 

APPEARANCE  5  /5  

INTRODUCTION OF 

THEIR SIDE 

Vague 
Clear 

0 
7   /7 

DEFINITION Vague 
Clear 

0 
10 /10   

ARGUMENTS 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 etc. 
Too many arguments? 

(max 30 
marks) /30   

DELIVERY 

(Delivery includes modulation of voice, use of appropriate vocabulary, general confidence and credibility) 

 
 

Unenthusiastic 
Well modulated 
Overacted 

0 
10 
0  /10  

NOTES GESTURE STANCE 
(This includes use of notes – good or excessive, Gesture – effective, too little or excessive or inappropriate 
Stance – relaxed or awkward, And hence overall demeanour and visual effect) 

 
 

Indifferent 
Natural 
Distracting 

0 
15 
0  /15  

AUDIENCE 

CONTACT 

No contact 
Good contact 

0 
10  /10  

CONCLUSION Too vague 
Clear 

0 
5   /5 

TIMING  3   /3 

 COLUMN TOTALS  /40 /40 /20 

 FINAL TOTAL   /100  

 
 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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First Speaker Negative  Name: __________________________________________________ 

  Possible Matter Manner Method 

OPENING Ineffective 
Aroused attention 

Too long 

0 
5 

0   /5 

APPEARANCE  5  /5  

INTRODUCTION OF 

THEIR SIDE 

Vague 
Clear 

0 
7   /7 

REBUTTAL Clear? 
Effective? 

(max 10 
marks) /10   

ARGUMENTS 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 etc. 
Too many arguments? 

(max 30 
marks) /30   

DELIVERY 

(Delivery includes modulation of voice, use of appropriate vocabulary, general confidence and credibility) 

 Unenthusiastic 
Well modulated 
Overacted 

0 
10 
0  /10  

NOTES GESTURE STANCE 
(This includes use of notes – good or excessive, Gesture – effective, too little or excessive or inappropriate 
Stance – relaxed or awkward, And hence overall demeanour and visual effect) 

 Indifferent 
Natural 
Distracting 

0 
15 
0  /15  

AUDIENCE 

CONTACT 

No contact 
Good contact 

0 
10  /10  

CONCLUSION Too vague 
Clear 

0 
5   /5 

TIMING  3   /3 

 COLUMN TOTALS  /40 /40 /20 

 FINAL TOTAL   /100  

 
 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Second Speaker Affirmative Name: __________________________________________________ 

  Possible Matter Manner Method 

OPENING Ineffective 
Aroused attention 

Too long 

0 
5 

0   /5 

APPEARANCE  5  /5  

REBUTTAL Clear? 
Effective? 

(max 10 
marks) /10   

ARGUMENTS 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 etc. 
Too many arguments? 

(max 30 
marks) /30   

TIE IN WITH FIRST 

SPEAKER 

No co-ordination 
Spoke as planned 

0 
5   /5 

DELIVERY 

(Delivery includes modulation of voice, use of appropriate vocabulary, general confidence and credibility) 

 Unenthusiastic 
Well modulated 
Overacted 

0 
10 
0  /10  

NOTES GESTURE STANCE 
(This includes use of notes – good or excessive, Gesture – effective, too little or excessive or inappropriate 
Stance – relaxed or awkward, And hence overall demeanour and visual effect) 

 Indifferent 
Natural 
Distracting 

0 
15 
0  /15  

AUDIENCE 

CONTACT 

No contact 
Good contact 

0 
10  /10  

CONCLUSION Too vague 
Clear 

0 
7   /7 

TIMING     /3 

 COLUMN TOTALS  40 40 20 

 FINAL TOTAL   /100  

 
 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Second Speaker Negative Name: __________________________________________________ 

  Possible Matter Manner Method 

OPENING Ineffective 
Aroused attention 

Too long 

0 
5 

0   /5 

APPEARANCE  5  /5  

REBUTTAL Clear? 
Effective? 

(max 15 
marks) /15   

ARGUMENTS 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 etc. 
Too many arguments? 

(max 25 
marks) /25   

TIE IN WITH FIRST 

SPEAKER 

No co-ordination 
Spoke as planned 

0 
5   /5 

DELIVERY 

(Delivery includes modulation of voice, use of appropriate vocabulary, general confidence and credibility) 

 Unenthusiastic 
Well modulated 
Overacted 

0 
10 
0  /10  

NOTES GESTURE STANCE 
(This includes use of notes – good or excessive, Gesture – effective, too little or excessive or inappropriate 
Stance – relaxed or awkward, And hence overall demeanour and visual effect) 

 Indifferent 
Natural 
Distracting 

0 
15 
0  /15  

AUDIENCE 

CONTACT 

No contact 
Good contact 

0 
10  /10  

CONCLUSION Too vague 
Clear 

0 
7   /7 

TIMING     /3 

 COLUMN TOTALS  /40 /40 /20 

 FINAL TOTAL   /100  

 
 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Third Speaker Affirmative Name: __________________________________________________ 

  Possible Matter Manner Method 

OPENING Ineffective 
Aroused attention 

Too long 

0 
5 

0   /5 

APPEARANCE  5  /5  

REBUTTAL Clear? 
Effective? 

(max 20 
marks) /20   

CONCLUSION OF 

ARGUMENT 

Tie in with first 
speaker? 20 /20   

TEAM SUMMARY No co-ordination 
Good and clear 

0 
7   /7 

DELIVERY 
(Delivery includes modulation of voice, use of appropriate vocabulary, general confidence and credibility) 

 Unenthusiastic 
Well modulated 
Overacted 

0 
10 
0  /10  

NOTES GESTURE STANCE 
(This includes use of notes – good or excessive, Gesture – effective, too little or excessive or inappropriate 
Stance – relaxed or awkward, And hence overall demeanour and visual effect) 

 Indifferent 

Natural 
Distracting 

0 

15 
0  /15  

AUDIENCE 

CONTACT 

No contact 
Good contact 

0 
10  /10  

CONCLUSION Too vague 
Clear 

0 
5   /5 

TIMING     /3 

 COLUMN TOTALS  /40 /40 /20 

 FINAL TOTAL   /100  

 
 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Third Speaker Negative Name: __________________________________________________ 

  Possible Matter Manner Method 

OPENING Ineffective 
Aroused attention 

Too long 

0 
5 

0   /5 

APPEARANCE  5  /5  

REBUTTAL 1 
2 
3 
4 etc. 
(minus points for 
introducing new 
material) 

(max 30 
marks) /30   

CONCLUSION OF 
ARGUMENT 

Tie in with first 
speaker? 10 /10   

TEAM SUMMARY No co-ordination 

Good and clear 

0 

7   /7 

DELIVERY 

(Delivery includes modulation of voice, use of appropriate vocabulary, general confidence and credibility) 

 Unenthusiastic 
Well modulated 
Overacted 

0 
10 
0  /10  

NOTES GESTURE STANCE 
(This includes use of notes – good or excessive, Gesture – effective, too little or excessive or inappropriate 
Stance – relaxed or awkward, And hence overall demeanour and visual effect) 

 Indifferent 
Natural 
Distracting 

0 
15 
0  /15  

AUDIENCE 

CONTACT 

No contact 
Good contact 

0 
10  /10  

CONCLUSION Too vague 

Clear 

0 

5   /5 

TIMING     /3 

 COLUMN TOTALS  /40 /40 /20 

 FINAL TOTAL   /100  

 
 
Notes: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


