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Ray Klingin-
smith is an 
attorney in 
Kirksville, 
Missouri, 
USA, who 
now works 
primarily in 
the areas of 

commercial and corporate law, 
real estate, and estate planning.  
 
He retired in August 1995 as gen-
eral counsel and professor of busi-
ness administration for Truman 
State University (formerly North-
east Missouri State University) in 
Kirksville after 22 years of service. 
During his tenure at the university, 
he also served as dean of admini-
stration for five years during the 
universityôs transition to a liberal 
arts and sciences institution. Since 
his retirement from the university, 
he served a four-year term (2001-
04) as a county commissioner for 
Adair County. 
 
Ray has served as a director of the 
Macon Atlanta State Bank in 
Macon, Missouri, since 1971, and 
he was one of the initial trustees for 
the Missouri Family Trust, which 
was created by the Missouri legis-
lature in 1989. He has been the 
president of Chariton Valley Asso-
ciation for Handicapped Citizens 
since its organization in 1982, and 
he was accorded the 1988 Parent/
Caretaker Award by the Missouri 
Planning Council for Developmen-

tal Disabilities. He is a former 
member of the executive board for 
the Great Rivers Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America and the holder 
of its Silver Beaver Award for adult 
volunteers. He is a member of the 
First United Methodist Church in 
Kirksville and a former lay speaker 
for the church.  
 
A Rotarian since 1961, Ray has 
served Rotary as district governor, 
chair of the 1998 Council on Legis-
lation in New Delhi and the 2008 
Los Angeles Convention Commit-
tee. He was a member of the RI 
Board of Directors for 1985-87 and 
chaired its executive committee in 
1986-87. Ray joined The Rotary 
Foundation Trustees in 2002, serv-
ing as vice chair in 2005-06, and 
was a member of the Future Vision 
Committee from 2005 to 2008.He 
is a Major Donor and a recipient of 
the Foundationôs Citation for Meri-
torious Service and Distinguished 
Service Award. 
 
Rayôs wife, Judie, is a former ele-
mentary school teacher in Macon 
and Kirksville and a former consult-
ant for the child development assis-
tant program at the Kirksville Area 
Vocational Centre. Ray and Judie 
have two children, Leigh and Kurt, 
and three grandchildren, Morgan, 
Grant, and Sydney Perkins. 

ñRotary is a ñspirit of serviceò as well as 
an organization of Rotary clubs, and we 
need to share our core values of service, 
fellowship, diversity, integrity, and lead-
ership with other people and organiza-
tions.  
  
The words I have selected to describe 
Rotaryôs current mission and to highlight our achieve-
ments are what we do best:  
  
Building Communities ð  Bridging Continentsò. 
  
Sincerely, 
Ray Klinginsmith  ð  RI President, 2010ï11 

http://www.rotary.org
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THE OBJECT OF ROTARY 
 
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 
ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to foster and encourage  
 
First:  
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity 
for service. 
 
Second:  
High ethical standards in business and professions, 
the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupa-
tions and the dignifying of each Rotarianôs occupation 
as an opportunity to serve society. 
 
Third:  
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotar-
ianôs personal business and community life. 
 
Fourth: 
The advancement of International understanding, 
goodwill and peace through a world fellowship of 
business and professional persons united in the ideal 
of service. 
 

THE 4-WAY TEST  
 
The 4-Way Test was adopted by Rotary in 1943 and 

has been translated into more than 100 languages 

and published in thousands of ways.  

The message should be known and followed by all 

Rotarians.  

"Of the things we think, say or do:  

1. Is it the TRUTH? 

2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?  

3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIEND-

SHIPS?  

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?" 
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Twelve months ago at my Induction, 
I felt filled with pride to be selected 
as Governor for this District and 
proud to represent the Rotary Club 
of Eltham. Since then, my pride for 
both has increased by many orders 
of magnitude. During this time, I 
have been asked what are the most 
memorable moments and what I 
think of my year. I certainly agree 
with comments made by my prede-
cessors that it is the ñbest job in 
Rotaryò ï yes, very demanding but 
the rewards and benefits far out 
way any downside issues. 2010 ï 
2011 will be year that Dorothy and I 
will remember forever. 
 
Dorothy and I have been made wel-
come everywhere 
we have been; 
Clubs have in-
cluded us in many 
of their major 
events, the friend-
ship we have ex-
perienced includ-
ing staying at 
many Rotariansô 
homes and being 
introduced to their 
families as well as 
learning about all 
of the great pro-
jects and activities 
Clubs have either 
completed or have 
in progress. We have tried to live up to 
the Rotary International theme for this 
year of ñBuilding Communities ï Bridg-
ing Continentsò and our personal 
theme of ñTouching the Futureò.  
 
There have been many highlights how-
ever and I will take the liberty describ-
ing just some: 
 

¶ Our official visits to every Club in 
the District when we learnt about 
the magnificent projects and activi-
ties that are undertaken to assist 
others so greatly in need. I have 
been asked if there is a place for 
Rotary in todayôs world ï just a 
cursory glance at the needs of both 
local and international communities 
clearly confirms that what Rotary 
Clubs achieve and do is required 
now more than ever 

¶ The Charter of the Rotary Club of 
Kinglake Ranges ï the second 
Club in 13 years to be chartered in 
our District. The ability to charter 
the new Club truly reflects the as-
sistance provided by Rotary world-
wide to this community following 
the February 2009 bushfires. It was 
also a privilege that the Rotary In-
ternational World President Ray 
Klinginsmith was able to present 
the Charter to President Brad Quil-
liam ï Kinglake Ranges was the 
only one of over 1000 new Clubs 
worldwide that were chartered this 
year to be presented with their cer-
tificate by President Ray. My sin-
cere thanks to PDG Mani Senevi-
ratne and his committee for their 

magnificent contribution in achiev-
ing this outcome so quickly 

¶ The opening of the Kinglake Youth 
Centre ñEllimattaò by President 
Ray. Funds raised by Rotary world-
wide contributed to the erection 
and fitting out of this facility that will 
serve the local youth community 
and assist the recovery process 
from the trauma and stress of the 
February 2009 bushfires. 

¶ The 2011 District Conference at 
the Wangaratta Performing Arts 
Centre. Dorothy and I are truly 
grateful for the magnificent contri-
bution made by the Conference 
committee and the Chair, PP David 
Flint as well as the members of the 
Rotary Club of Eltham. We are de-
lighted  with what was achieved 
particularly the standard of speak-
ers, the Sports Day and dinner, the 

Party in the Park as well as the 
venue and overall efficient organi-
sation together with the innovations 
that were introduced and will be 
available for future conferences. 

¶ Attending the International Assem-
bly in San Diego as Governor 
Elect. This is an event that was 
truly memorable for it truly con-
firmed to us the ñinternationalityò of 
Rotary. We anticipate that the In-
ternational Convention which we 
will attend in late May in New Or-
leans will be as inspirational and 
an event that every Rotarian 
should attend at least once. 

¶ The introduction of a District Rota-
ract Representative (Michael 

Shields) and a District Chair for 
Extension ï New Clubs (PDG 
Mani Seneviratne), both of 
whom were asked to be mem-
bers of the District Committee of 
Management. My sincere 
thanks for their contribution. Dis-
trict 9790 has now joined the 
Rotaract Multidistrict Information 
Organisation (MDIO) for Zone 8 
(Australia). 

¶ The enthusiasm with which 
District Rotaract Representative 
Michael Shields and the Presi-
dent of the Diamond Valley Ro-
taract Club promoted Rotaract 
to Clubs and the youth of our 
District    

¶ Being host to World Presi-
dent Ray in our District particularly 
enabling many members of our 
District to meet him informally and 
have a chat. 

¶ Thirty nine of the 61 Clubs (64%) 
have achieved the World Presiden-
tial Citation award, three with Dis-
tinction. The certificate will be pre-
sented to each Club as recognition 
of the achievement of the Presi-
dent and members at a mutually 
convenient time to both the Club 
and me. 

¶ Meeting foundation members of 
several Clubs including PP Roy 
Fox and his pride in the 100 tree 
project to celebrate the Centenary 
of Rotary ï this was a joint project 
involving the Rotary Clubs of Alex-
andra, Yea, Seymour, Euroa and 
Mansfield. 
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¶ Being able to introduce some 
changes and new ideas into our 
District including: 

¶ Continued improvements to 
the governance of the District 
including bringing the finan-
cial reporting of sub-groups 
such as Youth Exchange and 
Friendship Exchange under 
the District banner ï a re-
quirement of being an incor-
porated body. This has en-
abled refunds of GST to be 
made to both groups. 

¶ Rationalising and simplifying 
the District in-
vestment ac-
counts. 

¶ The introduction 
of training 
manuals for As-
sistant Gover-
nors, District 
Chairs and Club 
Presidents. 
These are ñliving 
documentsò that 
can be updated 
each year by the 
Governor Elect 
of the day. 

¶ The introduction 
of a Secretaryôs 
Manual to assist 
all Club Secretaries in their 
duties 

¶ Advising all Clubs on the re-
quirements of the Victorian 
Fund Raisers Act and the 
penalties of non-compliance. 

  
The introduction of new programmes/
projects  into the District including: 

¶ The Rotary Leadership Institute. 

¶ The Club Vision project 

¶ The Paul Harris Society. 

¶ The Rural Ambassador Award in 
conjunction with the Royal Agricul-
tural Society. 

  

¶ The presentation of recognitions 
and Paul Harris Fellowship awards 
to many community and Club 
leaders, particularly the highest 
award within Rotary that can be 
given to an individual, the Service 
Above Self award that was pre-
sented to PP Gordon Miller from 
the Albury Club. In addition, the 50 

year member recognition to PP 
Noel Henry (Rosanna) and PP 
Graham White (Coburg) both of 
whom achieved this length of 
membership during 2010 ï 2011 
as well as PP Tom Payne 
(Heidelberg), PP Barry Waters 
(Honorary Coburg) and PDG Kep-
pel Turnour (Shepparton) who 
passed this milestone before this 
current Rotary year. It was a great 
thrill to see both Noel and Graham 
being presented with their recogni-
tion by President Ray during his 
visit in March 2011. 

  

The achievements by the Foundation 
Committee including: 
  

¶ Sending and receiving an Ambas-
sadorial Scholar ï it has been 
many years since our District has 
sent out an Ambassadorial Scholar 
(USD$26,000 covered by the Dis-
trict Designated Fund). 

¶ The sending and receiving a Group 
Study Exchange team of 5 plus a 
leader to/from District 1950, Ger-
many 

¶ The number of Matching Grants 
(10 Grants at a value of 
AUD$62,000) and Grants from the 
District Simplified Grants (3 Grants, 
value US$10,556) to support pro-
jects locally and internationally. In 
addition, USD$25,000 was trans-
ferred from the District Designated 
Fund to the Polio Plus project. 

¶ The support for the Polio eradica-
tion project by Clubs in general 
and, in particular the ñRide to Con-

ferenceò that raised approximately 
$20,000. 

¶ Two major donations to The Rotary 
Foundation of $10,000 and 
$20,000 respectively. 

¶ The number of Clubs that have 
ensured 100% of members contrib-
ute to the ñEvery Rotarian, Every 
Yearò programme. 

  

¶ The purchase of a new District 
trailer and establishing an inven-
tory of District property achieved 
by PP and District Chair Howard 
Scheetz and his committee. 

  

¶ The support of the 
Public Relations activi-
ties including the Bill 
Boards, the ñRotary To-
dayò booklet, the Hu-
manity in Motion book, 
the Mem Fox book, 
ñTen Little Fingers, Ten 
Little Toesô that was 
given to the parents of 
newborn babies in Feb-
ruary 2011 to celebrate 
the birth of Rotary. It 
was also the first time 
that 18 of the 22 Dis-
tricts in Australia (Zone 
8), including District 
9790, participated in 

two multi District Public Relations 
projects. 

  

¶ The increase in membership num-
bers to approximately 1830 ï a net 
increase of over 60 from 2009 - 
2010; District 9790 is one of the 
few from Zone 8 that have 
achieved a significant increase. It 
is also noteworthy that the District 
membership numbers continue to 
increase each year.  

  

¶ Attending the many youth related 
activities such as the District Na-
tional Science Forum Orientation 
evening, the annual RYLA camp, 
the Rotary Murray Darling School 
of Water Research and several 
District Youth Exchange meetings. 
The Ian Murphy Debating competi-
tion particularly the final at Confer-
ence was another great success. 
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¶ The support provided by Clubs to 
Dorothyôs project for 2010 ï 2011, 
The Australian Childrenôs Music 
Foundation. We really appreciated 
the donations made by Clubs dur-
ing and after our official visits. 

  
There are many, many more but the 
length of this report places certain limi-
tations and restrictions. However, all of 
these achievements have been made 
by hard working and very dedicated 
members of the District Committee of 
Management (Assistant Governors 
and District Chairs), Committee mem-
bers as well as all Club Presidents and 
members. Dorothy and I extend our 
sincere thanks to all for your support, 
your friendship and your contribution. 
While 2010 ï 2011 may be known 
as Alanôs or ñAngryôsò Year, it is not 
ï the successes achieved this Ro-
tary year belong to the Club Presi-
dents and members, the District 
Committee of Management, the 
District Chairs and Committee 
members.  
  
It would be very remiss of me not to 
mention the following: 
  

¶ District Treasurer PP Dick 
Barker has been absolutely 
magnificent in resolving the dif-
ficulties with the District fi-
nances as well as reorganising/
simplifying the District invest-
ment portfolio. The District is 
truly indebted to Dick for his 
contribution this year. We also 
appreciate the support from his 
wife, Margaret, for her ñbehind the 
scenesò understanding. I have re-
lied on Dick to give sound financial 
advice throughout the year which 
he freely gave. 

  

¶ District Secretary Greg Adams has 
been another stalwart for his contri-
bution and counsel over the year. 
Greg has always been available for 
District secretarial duties and is 
another whom I have relied on 
greatly during 2010 ï 2011. He 
was always available. My thanks to 
Gregôs wife, Irene, for her tolerance 
and understanding. 

  

¶ Then there is the ñhiddenò team ï 
the District Web team in maintain-
ing the District web site particularly 
PP Don Hamilton and Robin Chap-
ple. Your contribution to the effi-
cient working of the District cannot 
and should not be underestimated 
which I have personally appreci-
ated despite my initial lack of un-
derstanding. Other hidden con-
tributors are the District Insurance 
Officer, PP Denis Hunter and the 
District Legal Officer, Nino Galgano 
ï my sincere thanks for your sup-
port and contribution. I must also 
thank PP Ian Bushby (Bundoora) 
most sincerely for collating and 
editing the Governorôs bulletin 
ñAlanôs Anecdotesò each month. 
Ian has done an absolutely mag-

nificent job in cajoling contributions 
from an often recalcitrant Governor 
with unquestionable tolerance and 
understanding 

  
Finally, Dorothy and I thank most sin-
cerely the District Trainer for 2010 ï 
2011, PDG Rob Lloyd and Lynne for 
their support, encouragement and con-
tribution from the time I was selected 
as Governor Nominee Designate in 
January 2008 until now. The success 
of PEPS, PETS and District Assem-
blies is very much due to their knowl-
edge and past experience. 
  
To each and every Rotarian from Dis-

trict 9790, we ex-
tend our thanks and appreciation; 
firstly for giving us the honour of being 
the Governor for 2010 ï 2011, sec-
ondly, for your welcome and friendship 
as we have travelled the length and 
breadth of our District and thirdly, for 
your contribution to the District and to 
Rotary in general. 2010 ï 2011 will be 
a year we will remember forever. 
  
My sincere thanks must also go to my 
wife, Dorothy, for her magnificent sup-
port, encouragement, counsel and yes 
her tolerance and understanding over 
the past twelve months. As well, she 
has done more than her share of the 
driving on most of our country visits 
allowing me to read reports and make 
many telephone calls. I am absolutely 

certain that I could not have 
done the job without her and it 
was wonderful to be able to 
share the experience and jour-
ney together. 
  
As is the tradition of Rotary 
International, the District now 
passes over to Governor Elect 
David Anderson to whom we 
extend our best wishes for a 
very successful term and we 
hope that he will enjoy his year 
as Governor as much as we 
have done for ours. We also 
extend our best wishes to Gov-
ernor Nominee John Gatt and 
Eileen as well as Governor 
Nominee Designate Phil 
Clancy and Helen ï we hope 
that they have a very success-
ful year as they prepare for 

their term as Governor. To David, John 
and Phil we extend an offer to assist 
where/when you deem appropriate for 
it is your time to be in the spotlight ï 
we have had ours and enjoyed it enor-
mously.  
  
Once again, our sincere thanks to all 
for making the 2010 ï 2011 Rotary 
something Dorothy and I will remem-
ber forever. 
  
Alan Anderson 
Governor 2010 ï 2011  
Rotary International District 9790   
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A year in the life of a District Governor 
Nominee is a year of thinking but a 
year in the life of a District Governor 
Elect is a year of doing.  
 
The year began in late July with the 
annual Directorôs Briefing Weekend 
organised by RDU in Parramatta. This 
three day event formally brings to-
gether all Governors Elect from the 22 
Australian Districts for the second time 
following their initial meeting together 
at the previous Zone Institute meeting. 
For the first time, Zone Director Stuart 
Heal conducted a joint Australia-New 
Zealand Briefing weekend which pro-
vided an opportunity for the Governors 
Elect to be exposed to new Rotary pro-
grams and to develop a greater coop-
eration between the 28 Governors 
Elect across the two countries. It was 
also a first as RI President Elect 
Kalyan Banerjee attended the briefing 
and met with his 2011-2012 Australian 
and New Zealand Governors for the 
first time. 
 
The District also provides an opportu-
nity for the DGE to attend the annual 
Rotary Youth Exchange Australia 
(RYEA) meeting which was held in 
Hobart in October.  As the then Chair 
of RYEA, I at-
tended the 
meeting in a 
double capacity 
and was joined 
at the meeting 
by five other 
Governors 
Elect. 
 
Formal training 
was held over 
two days in 
November in 
Perth when the 
Governors 
Elect Training 
Seminar 
(GETS) was 
conducted prior 
to the Zone 8 
Institute. Whilst 
the Directors 
Briefing week-
end is mainly 
focused on ex-
posing Gover-

nors Elect to a range of Rotary and 
non-Rotary programmes they could 
adopt, the two-day GETS program is a 
more formal training session in prepa-
ration for the International Assembly 
the following January. 
 
Now held in San Diego, California, the 
International Assembly is an intense 
five day training event for all 530+ 
Governors from around the world and 
exposes many for the first time to the 
international reach of Rotary. It was in 
January this year that President Elect 
Banerjee announced his theme and 
reveal the theme badge for the year 
Reach Within to Embrace Humanity. 
The International Assembly is a mix-
ture of plenary sessions and work-
shops with a number of formal and 
informal evening events as well as 
those that act as the óbookendsô to the 
formal structure of the five day event. 
 
The 2011-2012 District Leadership 
team comprising the Assistant Gover-
nors, District Chairs and other District 
leaders met on several occasions to 
plan for the year ahead and to conduct 
several Presidents Elect Training 
Seminars which included, again for the 
first time, a Multi District PETS in 

which D 9790 joined with Districts 
9800 and 9810 in a combined one-day 
PETS at Moonee Valley Racecourse in 
March at which a special guest was 
Rotary International President Ray 
Klinginsmith who joined Presidents 
Elect from D 9790 in a workshop ses-
sion as well as in an open Question 
and Answer session with the three 
Governors Elect. 
 
The District Leadership Team also 
continued the development of a District 
Leadership Plan begun by District 
Governor Alan this year and the team 
also began to develop a District Strate-
gic Plan which will continue to develop 
over the first part of the 2011-2012 
Rotary year.  
 
There has been a strong emphasis on 
encouraging Club Presidents Elect to 
effectively plan for their year as Presi-
dent in 2011-2012 but also to have 
them establish their own Club Strate-
gic Plan so that each Club has a focus, 
a vision and a direction not just f0r the 
year ahead but also for the next three 
years. 
 

Like any Rotary Club, a year in the life 

of a Gover-

nor Elect 

should not 

be looked at 

in isolation. 

Whilst there 

may be short 

term goals to 

achieve, the 

year is just 

one year in 

the bigger 

picture of 

continuing to 

do good in 

the world. 
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Wadda ya know ?  would be the first 
question DG Alan would ask each time 
we spoke on the phone. 
 
One thing I now know is,  that being 
District Secretary is not 'just a few 
meetings' to attend during the year as 
it was 'sold' to me some 2 years ago ! 
 
But would I do it again ?............. "ab - 
so - lute - ly", as John Gatt would say.  
 
How frus-
trating is 
the direc-
tory with 
its bound 
spine!  
The spiral 
type WAS  
ordered.   
I use the 
directory 
all day 
every day, 
how frus-
trating is it 
in the car, 
phone in 
one hand 
directory 
in the 
other and 
the pages 
fold on 
you (whilst 
parked of 
course) I trust incoming secretary Gary 
Fitzgerald has got this one covered.  
Talking about frustration, monthly at-
tendance records and Club members 
records are the only super easy jobs 
Club Secretaries need to do but don't, 
some, not all let the rest of the team 
down!  Another one for Gary to cover.  
However..............  
 
The Secretary's job is the best in town 
(well the District).  You are exposed to 
so many 'happenings' within each club 
that you feel part of them.  You are 
honoured and humbled taking part in 
the intricacies of each club.  I thank 

each one for the opportunity.   
 
The challenge of being part of the 
team to bring the 'District' in line with 
all  the statutory laws and acts an In-
corporated service body such as ours 
must adhere to.  Starting out with a 
business style letter head that carried 
on throughout all our communication 
mediums. (many thanks to the design 
wiz Phil MacDonald)  to standardising 

a simple thing like the district ABN 
number, after discovering we had 
many.    
 
The challenge of 'Alan's style' commit-
tee of management meeting agendas 
and minutes - they became an action 
list for the Committee to carry out. With 
so many members of the committee 
the agenda also contained all the AG's 
and committee chairs written reports, 
enabling everyone to be aware of the 
happenings and developments within 
our District.  The agenda became at 
times a 30 page document.. .......... the 
minutes became a cut down version 

highlighting the needs and action re-
quirements. I believe it worked well. 
 
All of the above, I reckon, makes the 
job the best in District.  
 
Our web site has so much to offer and 
I am always amazed at what I can find 
out about Rotary simply by googling  
and adding 'dist 9790' to the search.  
Enviably it is there.  Thank you to the 

Web team for 
holding it to-
gether,   thank 
you to Data-
base Don 
Hamilton, 
thank you to 
Treasurer 
Dick Barker 
(for making 
sure I don't go 
off  half 
cocked!)  
thank you to 
Alan for ask-
ing me to do 
this gig and 
believing I 
was up to the 
challenge and 
lastly thank 
you to Irene 
my wife the 
endless hours 
sitting alone 
whilst I disap-

pear to the study 'for just a minute'. 
 
Good luck Gary for your year as Sec-
retary.  It's a great job and somebody 
has to do it.  
 
 
As an infamous actor's famous line   " 
I'll be back"  
 
District Secretary 2010-2011 
Greg Adams  
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It is with a degree of satisfaction that 
some of DG Alanôs aims for this past 
year have been achieved. 
 
I am pleased to report that finally the 
District 9790 trailer project is very 
close to being completed. It is all com-
pleted except for at the time of writing 
this report I am unaware as to whether 
the ñoldò trailer has been disposed of. 
The new trailer has been completed 
and is now located in Euroa and the 
shelter has been erected on PP Neville 
and Beryl Harrisôs property.  
 
Many thanks to Neville for undertaking 
this project and allowing District 9790 
to use his property for this purpose 

This is complying with the wish of the 
District to relocate the trailer to a more 
central position. I hope it will be used 
more frequently and be an asset to the 
District. 
 
The Assets Register is as up to date 
as possible with the information pro-
vided. There is a folder in the trailer 
that is to be filled in at the time of bor-
rowing the trailer and/or any equip-
ment out of it and again on its return. If 
this is carried out correctly it should 
lead to everything being in order when 
next required. 
 
Thanks also to Fred Mandersloot for 
his assistance to make all this come to 

fruition. Thanks must go to Fred and 
Denise for housing and looking after 
the trailer for so many years. 
As to DG Alanôs request to create 
manuals for all District Chairs that 
could be handed on to their succes-
sors, I have been disappointed with 
the co-operation of the Chairs  to sup-
ply me with information required. 
There was only one Chairperson that 
supplied this information to me. Fold-
ers have been created and will go to 
the Chairs of the District Committees 
and maybe they can complete these 
themselves in their own time. 
As this will be my final report as Chair 
of Administration I would like to hand 
over to Phil Clancy and wish him all 

 It has been a busy year with many 
clubs doing  Vocation projects such as 
Pride of Workmanship and Menôs 
Sheds.  
 
Many clubs actively supported Voca-
tion Month last October and my 
thanks go to them. 
Mary Greenshields has had another 
sterling year with Literacy, capped off 
with a great presentation at District 
Conference. Mary has expanded The 
River of Stories Secondary School 
Writing and Poetry Competition to 
Southern Mitchell which will involve 
another 6 schools. 
 
Paul Bruce also presented at District 
Conference and updated the Com-
puter 4 Schools program which now 
involves the Kyabram Rotary Club. 

 
Margaret Crisp has continued her 
work with Mentoring of young peo-
ple.   
 
Jan MacDonald and Andrew Tread-
well continue Working with Refugees. 
 
Robert Voss in his role as District 
Contact for Menôs Sheds has no up-
dates. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
personally thank my team for the 
great work that they have done in the 
past year.  
 
Unfortunately because of family rea-
sons I wonôt be continuing as District 
Chair for the next Rotary year. Colin 
Hay, RC Ivanhoe will be the new Dis-

trict Chair and I wish him and the 
team all the best for the future.  



11  

 

During the Rotary year we upgraded 
our servers over the New Year quieter 
period and, amongst many improve-
ments, new statistical software was 
installed. The change was seamless to 
our users taking place in the early 
hours of the morning. Traffic has 
grown from 226,000 individual visitors 
in 2010 to a projected 500,000 in 
2011. (243,000 as at 27th May 2011). 
Our new statistical package shows that 
only 39% of our visitors come from 
Australia. 46% are from USA. 
 
The feature where club events are pro-
moted by preparing a promotional 
page in the club folder, listing it is our 
ñWhatôs New?ò and adding it to the 
District Calendar has expanded. The 
page is built in such a way that 
ñMailManò can use the output for any 
broadcast email that may be needed 
and extra work is avoided. Visitors this 
calendar year to date have reached 
3,500. The total visitors to all club 
pages are projected to be 33,000 this 
year. 

 
We continue to refine our techniques 
of reducing loads on memberôs mail 
boxes and excess traffic on our serv-
ers whilst improving the appearance of 
broadcast emails. 
 
During the year the web site housed 
the current edition of every club bulle-
tin that is submitted for the Bulletin 
Competition. The District Governorôs 
Newsletter has been available from the 
web site every month. 
 
The MailMan system now has 260 
email addresses, list address as an 
alias to protect private address, mail-
ing lists for groups such as the Rotary 
Friendship Exchange members and 
internal lists for clubs. We provide tem-
porary addresses to promote club 
events also to protect private ad-
dresses and to allow more that one 
member to receive enquires. Most ad-
dresses are protected from vandals by 
a validation system that needs the 
sender to be listed. Any other ad-

dresses are rejected. 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
The tasks are not the work of any one 
person. The whole operation is man-
aged by sharing the load and ten 
members are involved in one or a 
combination of tasks. Our 
ñwebmasterò, ñdatabaseò and 
ñmailmanò addresses are shared by 
different teams so that the swiftest re-
sponse is achieved even if one is away 
on holiday for instance. 
 
Amongst the team mention must be 
made of Malcolm Miles, Rotary Club of 
Diamond Creek who hosts us on his 
servers for a token óexpensesô cost, 
Bob Matejcic Rotary Club of Belvoir 
Wodonga, Neville Harris Rotary Club 
of Euroa, Don Hamilton, Rotary Club 
of Rosanna, Brian Chandler Rotary 
Club of Benalla and Linda Gidlund Ro-
tary Club of Diamond Creek who each 
provide every minute of available time 
to achieve our masterpiece.  

The coordinators and their teams, 
working under the umbrella of District 
International, have contributed to an 
excellent year. 
  
Donations in Kind has been very ac-
tive as ever under the experience lead-
ership of David Mellor. Speakers are 
available. Please remember it costs a 
lot to send materials overseas and 
funds are required as well as goods. 
Check with David Mellor before send-
ing items. 
  
Emergency Aid, (Shelter Box and 
Aqua box), has been ably run by Alan 

Jones and next year will have Ian Tho-
mas working as co-coordinator. An 
active committee that needs to be con-
tinually funded to keep stocks up with 
demand. 
  
International Education  has now 5 
programs that are being promoted, 
some old and some new. I will con-
tinue to chair the subcommittee with 
the help of Graeme Budd, Lanny De 
Almeida and Mary Greenshields. De-
tails to be found on the District web 
site. 
 Interplastôs new coordinator Paul Bell 
was pleased to announce the target of 

$40,000 had been reached this year 
which will enable District to send an 
observer with the next team. This is 
not only a surgical treatment program 
but also an onsite teaching program. 
 
Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Chil-
dren, (ROMAC) continues to be 
chaired by Brian Chambers who in-
forms me successful fund raising 
events have been held and patients 
have been treated at the Monash 
Medical Centre and The Mercy Pri-
vate. 
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Rotary Friendship Exchange, (RFE) 
run by Laurie Fagan and his team are 
a very active subcommittee and have 
had outgoing exchanges to South Af-
rica and Canada/USA and inbound 
with Finland. Next year there will be 
outgoing exchanges to Sweden, Tai-
wan and Turkey and inbound to Can-
ada/USA and Sweden. 
 
Rotary Australia Community World 
Service, (RAWCS), now has Tony 
Thomas taking over from Mike Stans-
bury. Thanks Mike for holding the fort. 
Projects this year include some volun-
teer projects in Fiji, East 
Timor, Bali, Tanzania, China 
and Vanuatu, and Volunteer 
and Safe Water Save Lives 
(SWSL), projects in Uganda, 
India, PNG, Cambodia, Paki-
stan and Thailand. Others 
may have occurred but not all 
clubs have informed District of 
their international activities. 
 
Rotarians Against Malaria, 
(RAM), will have David Dow 
taking the helm from Lanny 
De Almeida. Thanks Lanny for 
your efforts and welcome to 
the International Education 
subcommittee. This program 
must be one of the most effi-
cient disease preventative 
projects reducing infection 
rates dramatically for a rela-
tively small cost. Clubs can 
adopt a village of 300 people 
for as little as $1000, produc-
ing annual reductions of ma-
laria from 30% to about 3% 
pa. 
 
Recreational and Vocational Fellow-
ships has been chaired by Ian Mus-
grove and I thank him for his service in 
this area. We recommend in the future 
that Rotarians interested in this area 
refer to excellent web sites that cover 
a vast range of vocational, sporting 
and hobby groups. This subcommittee 
will discontinue next year. 
 
Please check the District Directory and 

the District web site which provide con-
tact information for the District Interna-
tional Coordinators and details of 
some of these great programs. 
 
In October 2010 a meeting of coordi-
nators was held which was attended 
by DG Alan Anderson, DGE David 
Anderson and ADG Collin McKenzie. 
The functions and future directions of 
International subcommittees were dis-
cussed, and the following ideas were 
adopted: 
  

¶ The encouragement of cross polli-

nation of ideas between Clubs and 
Districts. 

¶ The importance of the strategic 
geographical distribution of mem-
bers of District committees through-
out District 9790. 

¶ The various methods of promoting 
District programs and projects. 

¶ The importance of obtaining feed-
back from clubs about their involve-
ment in projects. 

¶ The need for rationalisation of sub-
committees at district level. 

¶ Manuals for each subcommittee to 
assist new chairs and new mem-
bers. 

¶ The importance of succession plan-
ning. 

¶ Production of a DVD of the Interna-
tional programs promoted by Dis-
trict 9790 to be supplied to clubs 
and AGs. 

¶ The ñInternational Programs Oppor-
tunities Matrixò to be distributed to 
clubs and be continually updated on 
the web site. 

¶ The use of modern technology such 
as Facebook, Skype, YouTube etc 

to streamline activities 
  
This is my final year in the Dis-
trict 9790 International chair 
and I will be handing over to 
Kevin Hadingham, who has 
worked enthusiastically as my 
deputy, bringing many im-
provements to the operation. I 
wish him well for his term in 
office. 
  
I would like to express my 
thanks to all those involved in 
the many areas of International 
Service at District 9790 level 
for their assistance and advice 
during my three years involved 
as chair. Congratulations to all 
the clubs in District 9790 
whose International projects 
have helped those who are not 
as fortunate as us. 
  
I would like to close with this 
thought: ñOne of the greatest 

gifts is to give people the means to 
provide themselves with the opportu-
nity to gain sustainable development in 
their own environmentò. I ask you to 
look for projects and programs with 
this goal in mind. 
  
John Walton 
District 9790 International Chair 
May 2011 
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The change of attitude and the ac-
knowledgement that Rotary Clubs 
have to rethink public relations has 
been the thrust for much of the past 
year. Throughout the year articles in 
Alanôs Anecdotes have been pub-
lished to engage, enrage and to point-
edly make public relations a talking 
point. Raising our profile amongst our-
selves was the initial thrust, bringing it 
the public will be our continuing aim. 
To be successful, we need Clubs to 
include in their annual budgets, 
money for promoting Rotary in their 
area. This needs to be specifically 
generic advertising, not the usual tar-
get for a particular event. Studies by 
Rotary International and others have 
reinforced the fact that we must take 
our message, loud and clear, to the 
public if we are to survive. 
 
To that end, District 9790 joined with 
sixteen other Districts throughout Aus-
tralia in applying for, and receiving, a 
PR Grant from Rotary International. 
The combined resource of this joint 
PR Grant enabled Rotary in Australia 
to embark on an ambitious and for-
ward thinking approach to PR. The 
firm Think Tank Media was contracted 
to develop a platform for Rotary to 
engage in social media, to raise the 
public awareness of Rotary and to 
increase membership.  
 
A Facebook page has also been 
launched, and whilst still early days, it 
will become a fantastic conduit for 
Rotarians, present and future. 
It will be used to: 

¶ Alert Districts, Clubs and commu-
nities about forthcoming 
events, projects and 
causes.  

¶ To provide a communica-
tions channel to get the 
messages out.  

¶ Build profiles of Rotary 
Districts that demonstrates 
us using social media our-
selves.  

¶ Tap into people who want 

to contribute to building communi-
ties, especially young people. 

 
A Rotary Australia theme song, 
ñThatôs Rotary Todayò ð a Mike 
Brady production ð was also com-
missioned with the joint PR Grant 
money. Plus, each District received 
12,500 copies of ñRotary Todayò, a 
compact promotional brochure. An 
eight page, glossy, A4 brochure was 
produced targeting businesses, in-
forming them of our creed and pro-
grams. 
 
We were involved in the ñBooks for 
Babiesò Campaign, an Australian Ro-
tary nationwide project to commemo-
rate Rotary Internationalôs birthday on 
February 23. A number of Clubs 
joined this excellent, low cost PR ini-
tiative. We distributed 200 books in 
D9790, 1478 Australia wide. Thanks 
to everyone involved - you have 
shared Rotary with a lot of new mums 
and dads, grandparents, uncles, aunts 
and family friends. 

 
On a District level, we also applied for 
a PR Grant and were successful. The 
grant helped subsidize the cost of our 
Billboard Campaign. The billboards 
measured 1800x900mm (6x3) and six 
different designs were offered to the 
Clubs. Take up has been good, with 
some Clubs opting to buy multiple 
signs. This is still an ongoing cam-
paign. Disappointingly, some Clubs 
saw no benefit in advertising! 
  
The District acquired four teardrop 
banners for use by Clubs. Two of 

each in two 
sizes ð 
2.5m and 
3.5m ð in 
alternate 
Rotary col-
ours. 
  
Looking 
forward, 
our District 
is involved 
with the 
Humanity 
in Motion 
book, a full 
colour, A4 
book dedi-
cated to 
Rotary Clubsô stories and programs. 
Weôve submitted seven stories, of 
which we would hope to see possibly 
four make the cut. This fantastic pro-
duction will be available early in the 
new Rotary year. Iôm sure that once 
Clubs see it, theyôll all want to be in-
volved, submitting stories and making 
it harder for the editors next year! 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the members of the PR commit-
tee and the AGs who helped promote 
Rotary this year, particularly with their 
efforts in pushing the Billboard Cam-
paign. Thanks also to DG Alan for his 
support and consideration this year. 
Iôm ongoing as chair for PR in Davidôs 
year and I look forward to continuing 
to ñpush the barrowò. 
  
Phil Macdonald 
Chairman 

Public Relations 

ñWhat weôve learned 
is that when we tell 

our story, like-minded 
people want to join 

with usò 

  
  
 Jennifer Jones 
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InteractðRon Howard 
 

Conference gave us a great opportu-

nity to push Interact. 

It was my objective to present a dis-

play to encourage clubs to become 

interested in chartering a Interact Club. 

 

The display was to :- 

 

1 Show what Interact is and the advan-

tages of being a member. 

 

2 Indicate Rotary's responsibil-

ity and the rewards to be 

gained. 

 

This was made possible by us-

ing visual aids on pin boards 

and the viewing of DVD's from 

Riddells Creek Eltham and Ro-

tary International. 

I also gave out DVD to 31 

clubs, leaflets and the Interact 

handbooks to the clubs show-

ing REAL interest. 

The response was excellent 

and I have those clubs with contacts 

listed. 

The clubs to be followed up including 

those already in the system are as fol-

lows. 

Diamond Creek, Holbrook, Yea, 

Mooroopna, Greensborough, Diamond 

Valley,   Tallangatta, Seymour, Heidel-

berg, Yarrawonga-Mulwala, Euroa, 

Mansfield,   Rosanna, Bundoora and 

Finley 

All other clubs will also be followed up. 

Lots of work ahead, but all contacts 

have indicated they will soldier on.  

Pleasing to note that $1700 donated 

by various clubs enabled some aids to 

be purchased which were used for the 

displays. 

 

 

 

RYLAð (Dianne Lee) 

Linda Gidlund 
 

In District 9790 RYLA participants 

come from a variety of backgrounds, 

educational experiences and voca-

tions; they are between 18 to 30 years 

old. 

The RYLA experience replicates the 

community represented in the district 

and this year 32 young people attend. 

  

The following clubs supported RYLAri-

ans: Albury, Albury West, Beechworth, 

Belvior Wodonga, Benalla, Bundoora, 

Craigieburn, Diamond Creek, Greens-

borough, Heidelberg, Ivanhoe, Ky-

abram, Pascoe Vale, Preston, Sey-

mour, Strathmore, Sunbury and Yea. 

Thank you to the Rotary Club of 

Southern Mitchell for supporting RYLA 

by hosting a Rotary meeting at RYLA. 

The Rotary meeting is an integral part 

of the RYLA curriculum and supports 

multiple outcomes. 

  

With this information in mind, how 

does Rotary benefit? 

 

RYLA draws young people into the 

Family of Rotary, which enables Ro-

tarians to keep young people involved 

in Rotary. Examples of this involve-

ment in my area include becoming a 

Rotarian, participating in Group Study 

Exchange, volunteering to 

support specific Rotary club projects, 

assisting with future RYLA programs 

and assisting the Rotary Youth Pro-

gram of Enrichment (RYPEN). 

  

How do RYLArians benefit? 

 

The preliminary results of a research 

study of RYLA in District 9790 in-

formed us the RYLA makes a 

long lasting change for the 

young people attending and 

some Rotarians that support 

the week report they also 

change and grow. 

  

Here is feedback from a RY-

LArian: 

"I started the week anxious 

that there would be full on 

outdoor activity. 

I loved the motivational 

speakers and subjects pre-

sented by RYLA supporters as they 

showed how far they have come since 

RYLA. 

I was constantly challenged and 

stepped out of my comfort zone on an 

hourly/minute basis and I know that I 

have already changed and grown as a 

person." - Unsigned 

  

Over the days, months and years fol-

lowing RYLA the benefits to Rotary 

emerge as the RYLArians follow 

through on their goals. 

  

And finally the greatest benefit or gift 

RYLA is to view a RYLArian being the 

person they choose to be . . . in my 

view this is the ultimate form of leader-

ship. 
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RYPEN ð Malcolm Watt 

 
The 18th Annual RYPEN seminar has 

again been a wonderful success. 

The seminar was held at Lake Nil-

lahcootie between the 12th and 14th of 

March with 32 attendees. Applications 

were from twelve clubs within the Dis-

trict. 

 

 

Summer School Program 

Nigel Liggins 
 

NYSF program. 

 

The program gets more impressive 

each year. 

In 2009 the decision was made to 

send students to Perth for another fo-

rum. This allowed some 450 students 

to have access to this outstanding op-

portunity. 

In District 9790 some 23 places were 

made available to our 61 clubs. 

These places were divided between 

the two forums which are held in Can-

berra and the one established in Perth. 

The selection panels had difficult 

choices to choose our student repre-

sentatives. 

Two panel days were held, one largely 

for city based students at Aitkin Col-

lege, Greenvale and one for the coun-

try applicants at Notre Dame 

College in Shepparton. 

At the final cut off date of May 

31st some 74 candidates had 

registered on line to partici-

pate in the Forum. 

This large number was re-

duced by some candidates not 

wishing to continue and some 

pre selection interviews by the 

clubs; however the panels still 

needed to interview 57 stu-

dents from 36 of our District clubs. 

There are several points that I would 

like to make concerning the selection 

and processes involved with the Fo-

rum. 

Each candidate is interviewed by a 

panel of three people; they are all 

given the same questions and are 

asked to complete the same tasks. 

There is no quota for a club ï the can-

didates are selected on merit and their 

individual responses to the interview 

process. 

All students who achieve an interview 

are excellent students academically 

and are usually involved in many 

school and extracurricular activities. 

The decisions made are very difficult, 

however as District Chair, I have been 

impressed with the panel membersô 

professional approach to the process. 

 

The final suggestions for the Rotary 

Clubs are: 

¶ to pre interview every candidate 

¶ ensure that all candidates are 

treated equally 

¶ please discuss the level of financial 

support that the club is willing to 

provide 

¶ please ask the student if they are 

applying for other programs, as 

several selected candidates pulled 

out of the NYSF for other academic 

programs which are held at a simi-

lar time 

I would like to thank the clubs for their 

pre selection interviews, their support 

for the selected applicants and the fi-

nancial support they provided to the 

students. 

Finally, I would like to thank District 

Director for New Generations, Clive 

Faul, for his full support and personal 

time given to the various aspects pro-

gram. 

 

Rotaract- Sally Matherson 
 

The Rotaract Club of Diamond Valley 

has gone from strength to strength. 

Headed up by President Sean Ingram 

and District Rotaract Representative 

Michael Shields, the Club has sup-

ported local charities and Rotary clubs. 

Sean and Michael have been busy 

promoting Rotaract throughout District 

9790.  

They are to be commended for their 

passion and commitment. 

The Rotaract Club of Sunbury are an 

active bunch of young people.  

During 2011-2012 the 2 Rotaract 

Clubs will be working on a combined 

project so watch this space! 

  

The Rotary Clubs of Myrtleford, 

Beechworth and Mount Beauty have 

been looking into the feasibility of a 

new club in the Alpine Valley. The Ro-

tary Club of Benalla decided 

not to pursue re-forming the 

Rotaract Club due to limited 

numbers of people in the age 

bracket in the town. The 3 

Clubs in the Wangaratta area 

have been approached to con-

sider the formation of a Club. 

We await news from them. 
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Ian Murphy Memorial De-

bating Bill Whitehead 
 

The first round of the 2010 ï 2011 de-

bate is to be completed by June 25th 

with a record number of teams com-

peting this year. 

 

MUNA Wendy ï Grace Williams  

0438 733 056 

 

This year there were a number of 

clubs that ex-

pressed inter-

est in being 

involved in the 

National 

MUNA held in 

Canberra in 

August 2010.  

This is consid-

ered to be the 

grand final as 

some Districts 

hold their own 

MUNA and 

then send their 

winners to 

Canberra for 

the national 

competition.  

The clubs that 

made contact 

with me were mostly from the northern 

part of our District near the border.  

The Rotary Club of Mooroopna sent a 

team and the students found it to be a 

very rewarding and worthwhile experi-

ence.  

MUNA can be seen as a further pro-

gression from the debating competi-

tion. At District Assembly this year, a 

number of New Generations chairper-

sons seemed to be particularly inter-

ested and keen to encourage their 

clubs to be involved in the forth coming 

year. 

 
Youth Exchange ð 
Graeme Budd 
 
A successful Rock to Reef adventure 
was again held this year.  
 
Concern again this year is that that 
numbers of outgoing exchange stu-
dents will be down with quite a few 
clubs opting out of the program this 
year.  

The general feeling for this is the diffi-
culty in finding families willing to host 
and is undoubtedly a reflection of the 
ageing of all members. 
 
Figures for the 2010 year were Out-
bound  20 long term plus 2 short term 
Inbound 2010 ï 2011 are 17 long term 
and Countries involved in exchange 
number 11. 
 

New Generations 
 

Many thanks to the coordinators of all 
branches of New Generations for their 

tireless efforts and enthusiasm 
throughout the year. 
 
Your efforts are much appreciated not 
only by myself but by all the clubs 
within District 9790. 
 
Well done and thank you. 
 
As is with all positions within District a 
three year stint is considered sufficient 
call to duty and so I request all mem-
bers of the district if it is you have a 
special interest in any of the New Gen-

eration pro-
grams then 
please let me 
know in order 
you can be-
come in-
volved and 
thus enhance 
your Rotary 
life. 
 
To District 
Governor 
Alan and 
Dorothy, 
thank you for 
the opportu-
nity to work 
together with 
you both, 
along with the 
rest of the 
District 
Board. 
 

Many thanks and best wishes to all, 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
 
Clive Faul PP2 PHF 
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The major programs carried out under 
the umbrella of Community Service 
are; Australian Rotary Health, Bowel 
Scan, Road Trauma, Probus, and 
Drought Relief and Bushfire Recovery 
(Now re badged as Disaster Aid Re-
covery). 
 
Australian Rotary Health 
 
At this stage I would like to 
thank PP Phil Lusher for the 
good work he has done for the 
last three years heading up this 
very worthwhile program. 
 
District 9790 ARH Report ï 
May 2011 
 
A major initiative this year has 
been the Hat Day event held 
on 21st May. I was involved at 
National and State level in rais-
ing awareness, planning and 
promotion. Although unsuc-
cessful in being able to host a 
major function in Melbourne 
CBD, a number of smaller com-
munity and club functions were 
held with Preston and Strath-
more Rotary Clubs already re-
porting financial support, in 
addition to their annual dona-
tions to ARH. Plans are in well 
under way for the 2012 event. 
 
PDG and incoming National 
Chairman of ARH, Terry Grant 
presented at our District Con-
ference in Wangaratta in March on the 
progress of 30th Birthday celebrations 
planned for 300 attendees at Moonee 
Valley Race Course on 13th August 
this year. I have been leading a com-
mittee in the planning and organisation 
of this event. In addition incoming ARH 
chair PP Lee Strahan from Sunbury 
has been heavily involved in all as-
pects of this yearôs activities. The ini-
tiative to have a succession plan has 
been widely supported by our District 
Management team and DGE and 
DGN. 
 

One of the ARH Scholarship recipi-
ents, Anna Devlin presented to Strath-
more RC on her research into the eld-
erly and driving habits. India Bohanna 
a previous recipient of the Betty Pe-
luso Funding scholarship reported she 
has taken up opportunities of further 
research at James Cook University in 
Cairns. 
 

We have again been fortunate to have 
the District Communication Team on 
hand to post all ARH information and 
Newsletter on the District website and 
also forward to representatives of all 
Clubs. 
 
A recent request for support was in-
cluded in the DGôs newsletter and fol-
lowed up with individual requests to 
Clubs. Traditionally, Clubs start mak-
ing plans to identify programs they will 
support from this time. 
 
Special mention of RC Prestonôs ongo-

ing support of ARH should be made, 
another substantial donation of $7500 
has been presented at their Hat Day 
luncheon that I was invited to partici-
pate in. 
 
 
Phil Lusher 
District Chairman ARH 
 

Bowel Scan 
 
This is another program 
which helps to highlight the 
problems with bowel scan 
and to make the commu-
nity aware of this major 
health problem through the 
bowel scan testing. PP 
Graham Cocks from the 
Rotary Club of Bright con-
tinues to encourage the 
district to promote the pro-
gram. At the time of going 
to press this years program 
had not been finalised as 
the month of testing was 
moved from March to May.  
The results of this years 
program will not available 
until mid-July. 
 
During the last year the 
number of clubs showing 
interest in the program has 
increased, its has in-
creased in the Shepparton 
area and a lot more inter-
est has been shown in the 

Wodonga and Albury areas, overall 
interest has increased across the 
State. The Metropolitan area shows to 
be a different picture with the only in-
terest shown from the Whittlesea and 
Sunbury Clubs. 
 
It is hoped that the current expansion 
of interest will grow and more clubs to 
become involved.  
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Road Trauma 
 
Doug Evans from the Rotary Club of 
Yarrawonga/Mulwala has done a great 
job with yet another wonderful Com-
munity program. The program is 
mainly directed at the rural areas of 
the District, even so, there has been 
little interest from Clubs in the District. 
Although this program will continue 
next year it will not be a district project. 
  

2010 ï 2011 Road 
Trauma Report. 
  
There has been little 
response from Clubs 
regarding the in School 
roll out of the pro-
gramme ñEmergency 
Actions for Learner 
Driversò envelopes 
containing details and 
costings were included 
in each Clubôs package 
at the Shepparton 
Changeover Luncheon.    
  
Apart from Yarrawonga-
Mulwala I have only 
received interest from 
Bright and Deniliquin 
and gave presentations at the District 
Assembly in Albury and by invitation to 
the Myrtleford and Numurkah Clubs. 
  
The basis of the programme was to 
present it in school to students who 
are or are about to become learner 
drivers.  The presentation takes about 
45 minutes and is supported by the 
Police, Ambulance, Fire and SES per-
sonnel and their vehicles. 
  
The purpose is to give an insight to 
ñabout to become driversò as to what 
actions they should take if they come 
across, or are involved in an accident. 
  
ñWhat You Do May Save A Lifeò. 
  
Our first presentation was at the Yarra-

wonga P12 with students also present 
from Sacred Heart College and it at-
tracted approximately 110 students.  It 
is our intention to run the programme 
again this year.  It is a low cost direct 
result programme that puts Rotary out 
front and also helps relationships be-
tween Rotary, Schools and the Emer-
gency Services. 
  
Doug Evans 
Coordinator 

  

Probus 
 
PP John Lewis from the 
Rotary Club of Eltham is 
doing an enthusiastic job 
as Co-Ordinator of this 
program. 
 
During the current year 
he has attended the 
birthdays in addition to 
organizing and attending 
information days at  
Wangaratta, Shepparton, 
and Greensborough. He 
also assisted and at-
tended the organizing of 
the new Probus Club of 

Benalla Rose City on 28 April 2011. 
 
He reports the overall health of Probus 
in the District is very healthy and at the 
present time there are 111 clubs in the 
District. The only downside is the Pro-
bus Clubs of Heidelberg and East 
Ivanhoe which are experiencing mem-
bership problems which he hopes to 
address with the sponsoring Rotary 
Clubs. 
 

As Chairman of Community 
Service I attended the AGM 
of Montmorency/Petrie Park 
and the information day at 
Greensborough and ad-
dressed each of the meet-
ings about Rotaryôs involve-
ment in the program. 

 Drought Relief & 

Bushfire Recovery 

This program will continue 
in the next Rotary year but 
will be re-badged under 
Disaster Aid Recovery 
headed by PP Gary Fitzger-
ald and DGN Phil Clancy. 
The new program will also 
include the Flood Recovery 
Committee which was 

headed by Phil Clancy but will be coor-
dinated by Lindsay Jolley from the Ro-
tary Club of Bright. 
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Report from District 9790 Flood Re-
covery Committee.   
 
Many Rotarians and Clubs have al-
ready provided generous donations to 
the Flood Support Fund.  To the end of 
April $30,215 had been provided for 
support in Queensland and $20,714 
had been donated towards Flood Re-
covery in Victoria.  Individual Clubs 
that have sent funds are Albury 
Hume (group of clubs), Albury 
North, Bright, Broadmeadows, 
Deniliquin, Lavington, Myrtleford, 
Nathalia, Strathmore, Tallangatta, 
Wodonga and Wodonga West. 
 
Commitments made to District 
9780  
 
óDefying the Driftô  is a program to 
be managed through the D9780 
which our District will support with 
provision of $14,000. This pro-
gramme will provide a live-in 
camp for at least 14 senior secon-
dary students from the flood and 
previous drought area within D 
9780. The camp will provide 
óWellbeing Developmentô to assist 
these students to deal with the 
hard situation that they find them-
selves in.  It should encourage 
them to stay at school and con-
tinue their studies, have them 
realise that they can make a dif-
ference in the ongoing develop-
ment of their towns (we do not 
want them drifting to the cities in 
despair) and a very important 
aspect will be enabling them to 
assist Mum and Dad with the chal-
lenges of their local businesses and in 
particular the family farm. 
We will also provide $5,000 to the Ro-
tary Club of Charlton to enable them to 
maintain support for ongoing commu-
nity events such as the annual Art 
Show and their Agricultural Show.  
These funds will provide the necessary 
community sponsorship in place of the 
usual local Business based sponsor-
ship. We will also maintain an ongoing 
support by way of communication and 

presence.   Rotarians from Clubs in 
District 9790 will be invited to travel to 
Charlton to attend and support the Art 
Show in October. 
  

Commitments made to District 9630 
Our District has now arranged to pro-
vide $20,000 through the Queensland 
District 9630 Rotary Clubs of 

Toowoomba South and Toowoomba 
Garden City.   $10, 000 will be used to 
assist with the purchase and develop-
ment of a Community Centre for the 
residents of Grantham. The other 
$10,000 will enable Rotary volunteers 
to continue with a big job of refurbish-
ing damaged homes to   a stage where 
they can be lived in again. 
We will maintain contact with Qld, 
NSW and NZ to ensure that we are 
available and ready to assist when 
Rotary Clubs choose to seek our sup-

port. 
The District appreciates the specific 
recovery work and support provided by 
individual Rotarians and Rotary Clubs 
in the District, however the Committee 
is keen to be informed of this support 
in order that it has a fuller picture of 
where Flood, Cyclone and NZ Earth-
quake assistance has been provided. 
We also request each Rotary Club 

designate a Rotarian to act as a 
liaison with the District on all 
matters regarding Disaster Re-
covery, be it identifying local 
needs or providing support to 
communities further away. 
Drought and Bushfire recovery 
needs still exist but nothing will 
happen unless our Rotarians 
within Clubs to identify these 
needs in their communities and 
our District, apply for Grants and 
be prepared  to manage the pro-
jects.  Although there are a lot of 
donated funds available for Fire 
Recovery work there is almost 
nothing available to assist with 
the ongoing hardships associ-
ated with the consequences of 
drought. 
The committee is presently de-
veloping a website to provide 
general information and specific 
details regarding the donations 
received, the funds allocated to 
recovery work from the District 
Fund, the Recovery support be-
ing provided by individual Clubs 
and a list of each Rotary Clubsô 
Disaster Recovery liaison mem-
bers. 

Donations can be made to the óFlood 
Support Fundô either by direct credit 
via BSB 633 000  Account: 142080787 
or mailed to District Treasurer Dick 
Barker, PO Box 920 Gisborne 3437   
Rotarian Lindsay Jolley from RC of 

Bright will take over the chairmanship 

of the Flood Recovery committee in 

2011 ï 12.   
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The aim for District membership for the 
year was to achieve an 8% increase 
and to date this has been achieved. 
Many clubs enjoyed tremendous suc-
cess with membership, whilst a few 
are still struggling. 
 
It is pleasing to hear of one club that 
was struggling with membership a few 
years ago, inducting a number of 
younger members and showing them 
that they are the future of Rotary. The 
experienced Rotarians in this club en-
joying the vitality and enthusiasm of 
the younger members.   
 
Presenta-
tions on 
member-
ship were 
given at a 
number of 
clubs at 
their re-
quest dur-
ing the year 
and an 
enormous 
quantity of 
member-
ship mate-
rial distrib-
uted. 
 
It is pleas-
ing the see clubs responding to the 
need to change to assist with the in-
crease in membership some of the 
innovative ideas have been a meeting 
with no meal, a cocktail style meeting, 
having a service project once a month 
or every six weeks instead of the nor-
mal meeting this has been successful 
in particular with the younger mem-
bers. 
The number of clubs with their own 
website is increasing, and it is this 
technology along with facebook and 
twitter that is the way to the future and 
a tremendous tool in attracting 
younger members. 
  
Clubs not sending members re-
cords into district continues to be 

an issue making it difficult for dis-
trict to keep their membership re-
cords accurate. 
 
A number of clubs have applied to par-
ticipate in one of four innovative pilot 
programs authorized by the RI Board 
of Directors. The programs will begin 1 
July and run through 30 June 2014.  
 
The four programs are:  
 

¶ Corporate member: Allows a corpo-
ration or company in the clubôs area 
to become a member of the Rotary 

club, appointing up to four individu-
als to attend club meetings, serve 
on projects, and participate in 
other ways.  

¶ Associate member: Creates the 
category of associate member to 
allow prospective Rotarians to 
become acquainted with your 
club, its members, its programs 
and projects, and the expecta-
tions of club membership, with 
the intent of becoming an active 
member within a designated pe-
riod of time.  

¶ Satellite club: Allows clubs to 
conduct multiple meetings during 
a week, each taking place at a 
different location, day, or time.  

¶ Innovative and flexible Rotary club: 
Allows clubs to self-determine their 
operations to better fit the needs of 
their members and community.  

 
Many clubs in the district have already 
shown initiative and adopted some of 
the above categories and setting their 
own guidelines. 
  
Membership is a difficult task with no 
clear or easy answer, however at the 
end of the day if it is to be it is up to 
you and me, and simply ASK. 
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District 9790 Foundation Committee 
for 2010 ï 2011 have worked hard to 
educate District Rotarians on The 
Foundation ï understanding the 
programs the Foundation provided 
ñto do goodò in this world, and to 
encourage contributions both per-
sonal and club to the Foundation. 
 
As we keep saying, ñThe Rotary Foun-
dation is your Foundation ï make it the 
Charity of your choiceò. 
 
At the time of writing this report 
$121,000 had been donated by District 
Clubs and members, and this amount 
is before the usual end of year dis-
bursement of funds by many clubs.  
Thanks must go to the Shepparton 
Clubs who joined forces and raised 
$45,000, including 2 
large individual con-
tributions and PDG 
Don & Joan Cox and 
PDG David Cooke 
who encouraged the 
formation of the 
D9790 Paul Harris 
Society with 16 inau-
gural members. 
 
This year has seen 
many clubs involve 
themselves in 
Matching grant pro-
jects.    A number 
are before Rotary 
International for ap-
proval, but include 
projects in Peru, 
Philippines, Thai-
land, Uganda and 
Papua New Guinea.   
The most exciting 
development is a 
project here in Dis-
trict 9790 involving 
our local Aboriginal 
population. 
 
3 District simplified Grants have been 
approved by the District Governor ï 
Benalla ï Shade sails in park; Sey-

mour ï Fencing & Landscaping; 
Greensborough ï Lighting, chairs & 
tables for nursing school Tanzania.   
 
For the 2011/12 year approximately 
$9,000 is available for clubs to use on 
approved projects.   Please submit 
your application NOW. 
The District also sent a team to and 
hosted the Group Study Exchange 
(GSE) team from D1950 Germany.   
Ambassadorial Scholar(s) Mariko 
Igawa from Japan is attending La 
Trobe University and her Councillors 
are Alan & Kerry Jones (R/C Diamond 
Creek). 
 
The Foundation now provides Disaster 
relief ï and at this time the Committee 
is working closely with PDG Alan Wil-

son of South Australia to develop an 
Australian coordinated response to 
disasters. 

 
Committee members have provided 
regular articles for the District Gover-
nors newsletter, and have been the 
guest speaker to many clubs.  We en-
courage clubs to invite us to their 
meetings so we can update members 
on the Foundation. 
 
Finally ï A BIG thankyou to my hard 
working committee ï It has made my 
job easier and you have assisted Dis-
trict Rotary members understand and 
appreciate the ñGood Workò the Foun-
dation does for the peoples of our 
world. 
 
Clive J Walker PDG 
District 9790 Foundation Chair 2010-
2011 
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District 9790 Foundation 

Committee would like to 

thank all those District 9790 

Rotarians that have worked 

hard to make donations to 

"The Foundation" for this Ro-

tary year 2010 - 2011. 

 
The many Clubs of District that have 
provided their annual donation to The 
Foundation, and the individual Rotari-
ans and friends of Rotary who have 
contributed in many ways including the 
"Every Rotarian Every Year" and "The 
District 9790 Paul Harris Society". 
 
Special thanks 
must go to "The 
Ride to Confer-
ence" bike rid-
ers who at last 
count had 
raised 
$19,730.50 
towards Polio 
Plus and PDG 
Don & Joan 
Cox who have 
worked dili-
gently in en-
couraging our 
District mem-
bers to become 
Paul Harris So-
ciety members, 
PFS members 
contributing 
US$16,000.00, 
two individual 
donations of 
$10,000 and 
$30,000 and a 
number of 

Clubs that have ensured that 100% of 
their Club members have contributed 
to the "Every Rotarian Every Year" 
program. 
 
Currently the total donations to The 
Foundation, as of the late Apri 2011, 
are $121,000. This amount does not 
include some funds that have been 
paid direct to RI Sydney and not ad-
vised to our District Secretary. 
 
To those that have not taken the op-
portunity to donate to YOUR CHAR-
ITY, The Rotary Foundation, please 
take advantage of the great exchange 
rate currently on offer so that your dol-
lar donation counts more than it has in 
the past. Also remember that if the 
cheque is made out to the "The Aus-

tralian Rotary Foundation Trust" you 
can claim tax deductibility. 
 
Again a big thank you to all mem-
bers of District 9790 who or will 
contribute to The Foundation this 
Rotary year. 
 
 
PDG Clive Walker (Rae) 
Chairman District Rotary Founda-
tion 
(H) (03) 5752 1361 
(M) 0419 437 964 
Rotary Club of Myrtleford  
Email: foundation@rotary9790.org.au  

Thank You from the District 
Foundation Team 

http://www.rotary9790.org.au/4a/trf/phs.asp
http://www.rotary9790.org.au/4a/trf/phs.asp
http://www.rotary9790.org.au/4a/trf/EreyNov2010.asp
mailto:foundation@rotary9790.org.au
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Club Extension. 
  
1.       R.C.Kinglake Ranges   
 
The club was chartered on the 9th Feb-
ruary 2011. The Charter Presentation 
was held at the Toolangi Tavern on the 
26th February 2011. Rtn. Brad Quilliam 
was inducted as the charter President 
by DG Alan Anderson. There after 
President Bard inducted the 26 Char-
ter members and his committee. The 
club falls on to Zone 1 of the District. 
  

2.       Nagambie.           
 
The Board of R.C of Seymour has 
passed a resolution to start a new club 
in Nagambie and had formed an Ex-
tension Committee. PP Michael Tehan 
from my committee was appointed to 
oversee the preparation. Michael Te-
han, President Ray Brown (R.C of 
Seymour), P.P. Viv Beaumont & my-
self visited the town several times but 
only  few have shown interest and the 
numbers were not sufficient to start a 
club. President Ray will start looking at 
prospective members & keep it active 
for the future. 
  

3.       Howlong.             
 
PDG David Cooke is looking into it. 
Havenôt progressed much. 

 
 

4.       E Club            
 
PP Don Hamilton is 
working on this pro-
ject.  
  

 5.  Albury 

 
President & PE of Al-
bury North is keen to 
start a Breakfast club 
in Albury. We would 
be following up  the 
proposal. 
  
P.P. Ern Waddell from my committee 
is looking at a club in Epping / South 
Morang /Mill Park area. 
  
I like to take this opportunity to thank 
my committee comprising of PDG 
David Cooke, PP Michael Tehan, PP 
Ern Waddell, PP Lee Strahan, PP Bob 
Matejcic & PP Cheryl Gill for 
the  excellent work they have done 
during the year and committing them-
selves to follow up in the new Rotary 
year. 
  
  

Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) 
  
Training of the facilitators of the RLI in 
District 9790 took place on the 9th of 
October at the Rotary Centre in Broad-
meadows.  Now that the Institute is 
established in District 9790, we are 
moving forward to provide information 

to the Rotarians. We addressed the 
Rotarians & President Elects at the 
District Assembly and kept them in-
formed of the process. 
 
Mani Seneviratne 
Past District Governor  
  
Chairman 
Rotary Extension Committee 
Deputy Chair/Secretary 
Rotary Leadership Institute 
R.I District 9790 
  

 

EXTENSION- NEW CLUBS 



24  

 

One small step for man 
one giant leap for Rota-

ract 
 
Over the last year Rotaract in District 
9790 has advanced in leaps and 
bounds.  
 
The Rotary Districts inclusion of Rota-
ract and greater awareness of the pro-
gram in the District has lead to many 
positive steps forward. This year Rota-
ract was included on the District Com-
mittee of Management which was a 
welcomed opportunity to learn from 
and share with some of the great lead-
ers in Rotary.  
 
This acceptance of Rotaract has set 
precedence and has allowed a stage 
for Rotaractors to voice their opinions 
and work on improving the issues 
faced by the youth program across the 
district.  
 
During the year one of my many goals 
was to improve relationships between 
Rotaract and Rotary. I believe this has 
been achieved in many cases. Earlier 
in the Rotary year I travelled across 
the district with Sean Ingram, Presi-
dent of the Rotaract club of Diamond 
Valley, to visit numerous Rotary clubs 
to share with them the great benefits of 
Rotary partnering with Rotaract and 
how it could be done in their area. This 
trip helped build a greater understand-
ing of Rotaract in our district and re-
newed enthusiasm to start new clubs. 
Unfortunately as of yet the efforts of 
several rural Rotary clubs have not 
been successful, but I guarantee the 
more that we try the better chance we 
have of growing this great program in 
our district. 
 
In November I travelled with nine other 
Rotaractors to Sydney to attend the 
Asia Pacific Regional Rotaract Confer-
ence. I can proudly say that our district 
had the largest attendance outside of 
Sydney. The conference saw Rotarac-

tors from countries including Thailand, 
Hong Kong, Malaysia, China, Indone-
sia, Bangladesh, Philippines, Taiwan 
and New Zealand flock to Sydney 
Olympic Park over four days.  
 
In my position as DRR I attended 
many meetings and met influential 
members of the Rotaract community 
from across the globe, including Haris 
Sofrijas who is in charge of New Gen-
erations for Rotary International. This 
was the very first APRRC to be held in 
Australia and a great time was had by 
all.  
The main highlight for many, in my 
opinion, was the ability to network with 
so many amazing Rotaractors from 
across the globe and to hear about 
what they are doing in their communi-
ties. 
 
One of my major highlights of the year 
was the opportunity to meet Ray 
Klinginsmith on two occasions. I at-
tended the PETS dinner at Mooney 
Valley racecourse where I heard Ray 
deliver a very inspired speech. As well 
as this great event the next day with 
many other members of our district I 
attended the opening ceremony of the 
Kinglake Youth Centre. Here I was 
able to speak to Ray Klinginsmith 
about Rotaract in our district and was 
very pleased to see the future of Ro-
tary and New Generations is in the 
capable hands of a man who isnôt 
afraid to challenge us all for the good 
of Rotary. 
 
District conference once again pro-
vided a great weekend for many Rota-
ractors this year. We were very 
pleased to see the great efforts by Ro-
tary to inject youth throughout confer-
ence. On Thursday I attended the 
sports day playing cricket, which was a 
very enjoyable day and Iôm very grate-
ful for the warm invitation I received to 
attend the match. The rest of the 
weekend of course included the usual 
meals, key note speakers etc and it 
was great to see both Sunbury and 

Diamond Valley Rotaract Clubs repre-
sented by their presidents and mem-
bers who gave a great presentation to 
a large Rotary crowd. Conference also 
gave us an opportunity to meet with all 
the key Rotaract people in our district 
which was fantastic as distance often 
keeps us apart most of the year. 
 
Since conference many exciting things 
have happened. I attended the Rotary 
Club of Kinglake where I was able to 
give a presentation about Rotaract and 
work on building a relationship with the 
club through the new youth centre. 
Thanks to the support of DG Alan and 
the Rotaract clubs in the district we 
have been able to become a member 
district of Rotaract Australia which is a 
Multi District Information Organisation.  
This will allow our district to vote and 
run for positions on the MDIO as well 
as learn from the great resources it 
has to offer. This is a huge step in im-
proving Rotaract in our district and Iôm 
very excited for it to have come about. 
  
I would like to thank DG Alan and his 
team for their unwavering support of 
me and the Rotaract program. It is a 
vital link in Rotary efforts to improve 
membership and generate interest in a 
new generation of leaders. Thanks 
again to all the sponsoring clubs and 
of course my friends in Rotaract for 
your amazing support throughout the 
year. 
  

Yours in Rotary, 
Michael Shields 
District Rotaract Representative 9790 
2010-2011 
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Bundoora  
 
President Len and the members 
should be justly pleased with a very 
successful year by completing many 
projects. Their year was mixed, whilst 
inducting 3 new members they lost 2 
which increased Bundooraôs member-
ship by1 Overall, the Club donated 
over $40,000 to support a variety of 
organizations and charities including: 

¶ $6,000 to Norparrin ï a centre for 
families of 
children with 
special 
needs. 

¶ $5,000 to 
Rotary Inter-
national 
Foundation. 
US$1,000 for 
Polio Plus 
Challenge 

¶ Supported a 
RYLA stu-
dent, Bun-
doora Net-
ballers with 
intellectual 
disabilities, 
Christmas 
party at Bun-
doora Park 
for disadvan-
taged chil-
dren 

¶ Supported bush fire  and drought 
relief with equipment and BBQôs 

¶ $4000 went to The Concord 
School to assist children with dis-
abilities in a unique exercise pro-
gram ï Yogabugs. 

¶ $10,000 to EPIC ï a provider of 
education for children with autism 
and down syndrome. The funds 
were provided to install a resource 
room and associated facilities to 
generate teaching materials.  

¶ Support for First Aid for Mental 
Health 

¶ The provision of 2 Paul Harris Fel-
lows to non-Rotarians was a high-
light of the Foundation program 

 

The annual Christmas raffle at the 
Greensborough shopping centre again 
raised over $14,000 with the help of 
local Probus Clubs selling the tickets. 
Other fund raising activities included a 
Golf Day which raised $5000, the 
regular BBQôs at the Bundoora 
Square, Bunnings and several other 
locations continues to provide great 
funds for the Clubs activities. 
The Club of seventeen members has 
several working on District committees 
as well. 

Diamond Creek 
 
Another busy year under the presi-
dency of Clyde Hulme. The clubs ma-
jor fund raiser is the Diamond Creek 
Rotary Town Fair. After 10 years of 
organizing the Fair, the club had to 
postpone the event due to the inclem-
ent weather. In conjunction with the 
Town Fair the club as part of the Polio 
Plus $200 Million challenge ran a Ruf-
fle, which it had hoped to raise up to 
$20,000.00, but due to the cancelation 
of the Town Fair the club had to draw 
the raffle on the specified date. This 
did not allow the club to sell tickets for 
the raffle on the day of the Town Fair, 
greatly reducing the amount of tickets 
sold. The club did raise $10,000.00 

towards this worthy challenge. 
The rescheduled Town Fair was held 
in November and tuned out to be one 
of the best ever. Over 35,000 visitors 
enjoyed a beautiful day at the fair. 
Members of the club also help with the 
establishment of the districtôs newest 
club the Rotary Club of Kinglake 
Ranges. 
International Service -  the club sup-
ported Shelterbox, which the club is 
the district representative and also 
supported other programs such as 

Aquabox and four stu-
dents at the Tenderfoot 
school in Kenya. 
Community service saw 
donations going to vari-
ous local organizations 
and the monthly Mitre 10 
BBQ continued to raise 
both funds and the clubs 
profile in the area. 
The annual Combined 
Service Dinner that 
brings together all the 
local service clubs and 
emergency services was 
this year organized by 
the club. 
Both at club and district 
level the Club supported 
Rotary Youth Exchange, 
the Rotary Youth Leader-
ship Award, Interact and 
Rotary Youth Program of 

Enrichment. 
Besides the $10,000 raised by the raf-
fle for the Polio Plus program the club 
members all contributed a minimum of 
$100 to the Every Rotarian Ever Year 
program. This with another $8,000.00 
raised during the Ride to Conference 
by two club members, brought the club 
contributed to over $20,000 to The 
Rotary Foundation. 
Other donations were made to the 

Royal District Nursing Service, RC 

Bright for the East Timor Trailer, Com-

munity Garden, Donations in Kind, 

Second Bite and the Prostate Cancer 

Research fund. 

¶  
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Eltham 
 
The RC of Eltham has had a very busy 
year. As the DG Club it organized the 
District Conference in Wangaratta . 
The Conference was a great success 
with a program full of impressive 
speakers.   The 
conference was 
run very profes-
sionally and the 
program went 
without a single 
problem. 
The club also 
sponsored a new 
Club, the RC of 
Kinglake Ranges. 
The new club was 
charted   on the 
26th February. 
Even with the 
Conference and 
the sponsorship of 
the new club the 
club continued its 
phenomenal 
amount of service. 
International  

¶ the clubs major project AQUA   Box 
continued to supply boxes though 
out the year. Representatives of 
AQUA Box also attended major Ro-
tary events held around Australia. 
Partnered with the Indigo  

¶ Foundation and the RC of Muyenga, 
Kampala, Uganda, to give further 
support for water treatments, com-
munity development and education 
via Primary Schools (Glen Katherine 
P.S.) 

¶ Sponsor and hosted a young profes-
sional from Mizoram India, to visit 
Melbourne and observe her profes-
sion for about 3 weeks. 

¶ Raised $2000 for Rotarians Against 
Malaria from sponsoring a RC of 
Eltham members walk on the 
Kokoda Track. 

 
FOUNDATION  

¶ 2 Team Members and reserve 
Team Leader provided for GSE tour 
to District 1950; 

¶ Bike "Ride to Conference" sponsor-
ship raised $1955 towards Polio 
Plus; 

¶ Local "Food Harvest" dinner func-
tion raised $2000 towards Polio 
Plus; 

¶ Trivia night being held 28 May to 
raise funds for "Eradication of Po-

lio"; 

¶ Represen-
tative from 
Global Pov-
erty project 
presented at 
club meeting 
post District 
9790 Confer-
ence; 

¶ Global 
Grant being 
pursued for 
project with 
the RC of 
Muyenga, 
Uganda  re 
Budaka 
schooling 
needs; 

 
NEW GENERATIONS 
 
Youth Exchange: Sponsored Sheri-
dan Grahamôs short term exchange to 
Hondo City Japan for 10 weeks; recip-
rocal visit from a Japanese student in 
July-Aug 2011; Selection process for 
next exchange student to be under-
taken in June 
 
Rotaract: New Generation committee 
members rotate meeting attendance & 
support the work of the Rotaractors; 
jointly sponsored the attendance of 
several Rotaractors at the Asia Pacific 
Rotaract conference in Sydney; as-
sisted with Bunnings BBQs  
 
Interact: Ian Toohill oversees. Joint 
BBQ & fundraising activities with Rota-
ract 
 
Lord Somers Camp: sponsored the 
attendance of students from Monty 
Secondary Collage   
 

Leadership program: sponsored two 
Junior Secondary Collage leaders from 
Monty Secondary Collage to attend a 3 
day student leadership conference 
(Jan 2011) 
 
Exam preparation: sponsored the 
attendance of a Monty Secondary Col-
lage PE student to Super Sunday 
exam preparation program 
 
Eltham HS interviews: supported the 
Year 10 vocational training program 
 
National Youth Science Forum: 
sponsored the attendance of Innes 
Bigaran (CLC) at the 2011 NYSF in 
Canberra; Innes has since been se-
lected to attend the London Interna-
tional YSF in August; selection proc-
ess for another NYSF applicant will be 
undertaken in April-May 
 
Science Experience: sponsored the 
attendance of Jennifer Ball (Eltham 
High School) at a 3 day Science Fo-
rum at Melbourne Uni. 
 

6. MEMBERSHIP 

¶ 7 new members inducted to 31 May 
2011. 4 members lost due to pass-
ing (1) and resignation (3). 

¶ Currently targeting parents of youth 
who the club has sponsored to 
NYSF, Lord & Lady Somers and 
other youth programs. 
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 7. COMMUNITY 

¶ Eltham Lower Park - liaising with 
Nillumbik Shire re RC of Eltham par-
ticipation (cash and/or DIK) in chil-
drenôs playground redevelopment; 

¶ Pursuing RC of Eltham involvement 
as mentors in Youth Driving pro-
gram - L to P"; 

¶ Promotion of May as "Bowl Scan" 
month; 

¶ Ongoing financial support of : 

¶ Eltham Foodshare; 

¶ operating costs of Judge Book 
residents bus; 

¶ Eltham High School Breakfast 
program; 

¶ Montmorency Primary School 
"Stephanie Alexander" garden/
kitchen program;  

  
¶ Montmorency community "Kids for Can-

cer" fund raising event. 
¶ Installation of ceramic letter boxes in 

Strathewan community; 
¶ Assistance with Salvation Army Red 

Shield Appeal; 

¶ Support of disabled local resident  - 

remodelling of home. 

¶ Assistance to Research CFA BBQ re 
Fun-Run event. 

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Community Radio Station 

¶ Committed to weather sponsorship 
for two months from September till 
the Eltham Festival in October 
mainly for the Festival promotion. 
The first month was dedicated to 
promoting the Club in general and 
the website, contact details etc.  

¶ Annual membership taken up for 
club promotion on Community Ser-
vice Announcements weekly for the 
year. 

Local Newspaper 

¶ Relevant activities of the club have 
been posted in the ñValley Voicesò. 
DG Alan & Dorothy Ander-
son featured in recent issue. 

Club Website 

¶ This is now updated and looks very 
informative  

General Promotion 

¶ 8 meter by 4 meter Rotary banner 

marquee purchased for promotion 
of Rotary at local events.  

 
Kinglake Ranges 
 

The districtôs newest Club was char-
tered on the 26th February 2011 with 
29 new members inducted on the night 
in front   of 160 fellow Rotarians and 
friends. The club is meeting in various 
locations to accommodate their mem-
bers. Members attended the confer-
ence and the District Assemble.  They 
have already inducted 3 new members 
and there are more on the way. 
Fund raising has so far included many 
BBQs, Royal Childrenôs Appeal High 
Tea event, Royal Wedding night, Tup-
perware and V8 Super car raffles. 
Future events include St Andrews Mar-
ket, Kinglake West Clearance Sale 
with the Kinglake Lions Club, Commu-
nity Generator Hire system, and Bike 
Ed plus Trailer. 
The club has also a representative in 
district on the Australian Rotary Health 
committee. The club has also pro-
duced a Strategic Plan which covering 
the next three years. 
On the social side they have had joint 
meeting with neighboring clubs and a 
night out on the sailing ship Enterprize 
on Port Phillip Bay. 
The enthusiasm shown by the club will 
ensure a many years of service to their 
community. 

 
Whittlesea 
  
It always amazes me how small clubs 
like Whittlesea do so much.  
The clubs fund Raising events for the 
year were the Degani Bike Ride, Gee-
long Grammar BBQ, monthly markets 
at Laurimar, Whittlesea Show Age 
newspaper distribution, a joint golf day 
with Lions, and participation in Whittle-
sea Country Music Festival. They also 
ran a Christmas raffle and  numerous 
other BBQ's 
  
As for spending money they have 
made a considerable number of dona-
tions to Aqua box, Childrenôs Music 

Foundation,  Interact, Bright East 
Timor Trailer, Lalor Primary School, 
Flood relief at Goodna, Moria Kelly 
Childrenôs First Foundation ,  Dona-
tions in Kind and the local Christmas 
hamper appeal. On top of these dona-
tions they continue to make their an-
nual donation to Polio Plus, and sup-
ported the Every Rotarian Every Year 
program. They  will also be announc-
ing  their  15th  PHF at the end of the 
year 
  
In addition to the above they continue 
to run their annual childrenôs Christ-
mas party, support bowel scan, pro-
vide annual scholarships to 9 schools 
throughout our area and supported a 
science experience child. 
  
But their biggest project of the year 
was the building of a home with District 
Bushfire support in Kinglake for a dis-
advantaged individual. 
  
They also inducted their first new 
member in a long time.  All in all for a 
small club an impressive list of acti-
vates that have been undertaken. 

 

Rotaract Club of  
Diamond Valley 

 
This year has seen our club progress 
from strength to strength some of the 
highlights have included:  

¶ Membership: Membership is at a 

record high of 25 members and it is 
constantly growing. 

¶ Asia-Pacific Regional Rotaract 

Conference:  Diamond Valley Rota-
ract had the largest delegation of any 
Australian Rotaract Club. This con-
ference demonstrated the fact that 
the club is one of the most dedi-
cated, committed, hardworking and 
effective Rotaract clubs in Australia. 

¶ District Conference: Diamond Val-

ley Rotaractorôs continued their re-
cord breaking run by smashing its 
previous attendance record at the 
conference held in Wangaratta. 12 
Rotaractorôs had the time of their 
lives at this memorable Rotary event. 
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¶ Meetings: Club meetings continue to 

be filled with fresh ideas, lively dis-
cussion, laughs, the newly intro-
duced fines sessions, and a few 
drinks towards the end. 

¶ Guest Speaker Program: Diamond 

Valley Rotaract has welcomed the 
introduction of a wide range of inter-
esting guest speakers covering a 
wide range of topics. 

¶ Fundraising: Rotaract continues to 

break its fundraising targets with a 
wide range of activities these include 
activities such Bunnings BBQôs, Dia-
mond Creek Fair and the Eltham 
Festival. 

¶ Social Highlights: Rota-

ractors have also had 
many social events 
throught the 2010-11 year 
these have included din-
ners, Christmas party, ten 
pin bowling and many 
more exciting events! 

¶ Rotary Links: Rotaract 

has continued to forge 
strong community links 
with a number of groups 
such as our sponsoring 
Rotary Clubs- Eltham, 
Greensborough and Dia-
mond Creek, as well a 
number of other Rotary 
Clubs throughout the dis-
trict. 

¶ Donations: Diamond Val-

ley Rotaractorôs continue to give 
generously of their time and Money 
to a number of worthwhile causes 
including the Fred Hollows Founda-
tion, Hope through Soccer Project,  
Royal Childrenôs Hospital Good Fri-
day Appeal, Melbourne City Mission 
Winter Sleepout, Planet Arkôs Na-
tional Tree Planting Day and many 
more! 

  

Diamond Valley Rotaract continues to 
be a positive force for good in the local 
community. Rotaract is changing peo-
ples lives and this will continue to hap-
pen for many years to come.  

  
Community, friendship and fun, thatôs 

what Rotaract is about, take up the 

challenge and join the Rotaract revolu-

tion.   

Rosanna 
This year has been one of growth; 
both in membership numbers and in 
the extent of activities and money do-
nated to local and overseas organiza-
tions. 
The Club fully participated at the Dis-
trict Conference and received recogni-
tion through awards for Best Weekly 
Newsletter and for Best Attendance. In 

addition Rtns Peter and Ruth Little 
gave a first presentation by a Club 
member on their work in Bali. 
Weekly meetings have been enter-
tained by a wide range of speakers on 
a wide range of topics. 
Of particular note was a meeting, to-
gether with SecondBite, a food recov-
ery organization, at the House of Wel-
come in Fitzroy. On this occasion Rus-
sell Shields of SecondBite was 
awarded the Clubôs Australian of the 
Year award. 
Another memorable meeting was to 
commemorate 50 years of Rotary ser-
vice by PP Noel Henry supported by 
his wife Valda. Noel received a num-
ber of mementos including a signed 

letter from RI President Ray Klingin-
smith and a plaque from the Club. 
The Bundoora Farmers Market has 
again been the major source of fund-
raising (around $34000). Participation 
at other community functions, Raffles, 
Donations and Sergeantôs fine ses-
sions have produced a further $10000. 
Principal donations given this year as 
follows 
Nyuh Kuning Elementary School and 
Taman Permata Hati Orphan Centre, 
Bali $5000 
SecondBite $5000 
Bali Milk Project $ 2700 
Pakistan Flood Appeal $2400 
New Zealand Earthquake Relief Fund 

$2300 
Japan Earthquake Appeal 
$2000 
Guide Dogs (completion of 
5 year $25000 project) 
$5000 
Australian Childrenôs Fund 
$500 
Contribution to EREY 
$2900 
Contribution to TRF $1500 
Contribution to Bill Gates 
Challenge $2000 
Childrenôs Protection Soci-
ety $1025 
In addition the Jim Lloyd 
Bursary, the Ralph Ragaz-
zon Bursary and incentive 
awards to students of 
NMIT totaled $2600 
A student, Luisa Liu, was 

sponsored to the Science Forum 
$2240 
Since March 2009 (with some interrup-
tions) a team of members have been 
rebuilding farm fencing in the Black 
Saturday fire areas. To date over 10 
kms of fencing has been completed. 
In addition grants in excess of $20000 
have been facilitated to assist disad-
vantaged families in this area. 
This year the weekly Rosanna Review 
has gone electronic with great success 
and cost saving. 
The Club Handbook is also to go elec-
tronic with similar savings. 
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Membership has increased by 3 
(approx 10%) and other prospects are 
currently in the pipeline. 
One Honorary Member PP John Smith 
passed during this year but his wife 
Bertha continues an association with 
the Club. 
In conclusion this year has been chal-

lenging but successful due to the ef-

forts of the club members and their 

partners and it is felt that the Club is in 

a strong position to meet the chal-

lenges of 2011/2012. 

 
Greensborough  
Community: 
Arranged hearing/sight and spinal 
screenings for preschool and prep / 
grade 1 school children. 
Tests conducted at Kalparrin and saw 
about 50 children screened. 
Formed a team to participate in relay 
for life weekend in Montmorency ï Our 
club started this event three years ago. 
This year we raised over $3000 and 
the event raised $120,000 for cancer 
research. 
Conducted a progressive raffle at 
weekly meetings and raised over 
$1000 which was donated to Diamond 
Valley foodshare. 
Vocational :  
Organized business breakfast to be 
held at Old England hotel ï Speaker 
Herald sun cartoonist Mark Knight. 
Anticipated attendance 200. Projected 
funds raised $10,000 which will go to 
Banksia Palliative care. 
New Generations : 
Sponsored two Delegates to attend 
RYLA. 
Supported Diamond valley Rotaract by 
having a Rotarian from our club attend 
most of their meetings. 
Currently investigating establishment 
of an interact club in our local school. 
Organized the Gillespie and Upton 
awards . Twelve students in total are 
selected from Greensborough 
and Montmorency secondary college 
for presentation of awards for out-
standing performance and citizenship 
of the school. Award presentation with 

parents and teachers attending as 
guests at Heidelberg golf club. 
  
  
International: 
Tanzania 
Project to provide Educational support 
and Equipment to school of nursing in 
Berega. 
Districtôs grant of $1785 was added to 
Rotary club of Greensboroughôs 
$6,215 to provide a total of $8000 
which was transferred to the school on 
Feb 28 2011. International chairman 
Tony Bramley will visit the school in 
August to ensure the funds are being 
used appropriately. 
Thailand mobile dental unit. - Joint pro-
ject with Rotary club in Thailand to pro-
vide a fully equipped mobile dental unit 
for underprivileged in Thailand. Was 
achieved through our ongoing contact 
with a rotary exchange student óOiô 
who in now president of her club and 
was able to achieve this project 
through a joint matching grant with our 
club. The dental truck should be fin-
ished in May 2011. 
China project. 
Project to provide medical supplies to 
underprivileged area in rural China. 
$3000 was donated and the use of the 
funds was personally supervised by 
Rotarian David Ling when he visited 
the province in April. 
We also have an ongoing commitment 
to an orphanage in Sri Lanka. 
  
Fellowship and Fundraising: 
Annual Golf Day at Growling Frog golf 
course. Well attended by approx. 90 
golfers and raising $9000 
Sales of rotary Christmas cakes and 
puddings. 
Sales of entertainment books. 
Two fellowship events.  Sunday lunch 
at Kellybrook winery. Early in year and 
purely a fellowship event   and Movie 
preview night with food provided by 
ladies of inner wheel. 60 people at-
tended and we raised $560 
Cup Day Calcutta ï Our club booked 
two tables of ten at Sampson Hill Win-
ery on Melbourne cup day and con-
ducted sweeps on all the cup day 

races. The winery was full with about 
60 diners and we involved all of them 
in the sweeps and raffles. 
Bunnings Barbeques. We staffed three 
barbeques at Bunnings outlets during 
the year and raised about $3000 in 
total. 
Overall the year has been successful. 
We moved our meeting venue from 
Montmorency RSL back to Heidelberg 
golf club and then very recently to Dia-
mond Valley Baptist church which suits 
our requirements very well. 
We have purchased Club Runner 
which has greatly enhanced the effi-
ciency of club administration and have 
a mobile eftpos machine to facilitate 
fundraising especially at larger events. 
Membership.: 
Our aim this year was to increase 
membership but we have unfortunately 
lost four members but inducted one 
new member at the DGs visit and are 
about to induct two new members. 
Another aim was to improve member 
participation and we have been suc-
cessful in that regard. We have has a 
very good program of guest speakers 
and our average attendance at weekly 
meetings has increased by four. We 
have also filled all the manpower ros-
ters for the many events held. 
As well as the projects mentioned we 
have made funds available for other 
organizations. 
$5600 has been donated for flood re-
lief in Victoria. 
$2800 was donated to the Kids Hope 
program which sends disadvantaged 
Children to a live in life skills camp in 
NSW. 
$5000 was donated to Kalparrin 
$3448 was donated to Diamond Valley 
food share 
$2000 was provided to purchase a 
western riding saddle for use by the 
Riding for disabled organization 
$1000 was sent to foundation in sup-
port of polio plus. 
$1000 was donated to Australian ro-

tary health. 
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Coburg 
 
Ian Christian has had a successful 
year as president of the club. The club 
membership has increased to 20 fol-
lowing the induction of Heather Gray 
(returning member) and Jacques 
DeChalin. 
 
Highlights for the year included the 
presentation of a certificate to Rotarian 
Graham White, recognising his 50 
years of service to Rotary, by World 
President, Ray Klinginsmith. 
Barry Waters was also recognised for 
his 54 years of service. Barry travelled 
from Queensland to receive his certifi-
cate from DG Alan Anderson at District 
Conference. 
 
The club hosted the Group Study Ex-
change from District 1950, Southern 
Germany, prior to the team returning 
home. The team was able to experi-
ence a wide range of vocational and 
social activities. Time for some last 
minute shopping was appreciated 
by the team. 
 
Since 1991 the Carinya Society, a 
support and day training centre and 
residential unit for intellectually dis-
abled adults, has catered for the 
weekly meeting of the club. This 
year the club recognised members 
of the catering team by presenting 
them with Certificates of Apprecia-
tion. 
 
The club recently arranged for the in-
stallation of a $6000 BBQ facility at the 
Dorothy Impey Aged Care Hostel. Ro-
tarian Alasdair Cameron is chairman of 
the hostel committee has been in-
volved with the organisation for 40 
years. 
 
The club has sponsored students to 
take part in the Rotary Youth Leader-
ship Award and National Youth Sci-
ence Forum. Other youth programs 
include $2000 to support a breakfast 
program and Achievement Awards at 
Coburg Senior High School and mock 
interviews in conjunction with RMIT for 

secondary school students. 
International projects supported by the 
club include the Vietnam Street Chil-
dren program which assists nearly 300 
children from prep to year 9, an or-
phanage in India, and Partners in Aid 
in Bangladesh which helps poor and 
disadvantaged people establish small 
businesses by providing micro loans. 
The club also sponsors a child through 
World Vision. 
 
Vocational awards made each year 
are the Dick Jackson Award for the top 
apprentice at the Kangan Batman 
Automotive TAFE, and awards for two 
aspiring entrepreneurs at the Bruns-
wick Business Incubator. 
The club has enjoyed many social and 
inter club activities. 
 
The club is actively involved in the Ro-
tary Fellowship Exchange program. 
 

The Club submitted an application for 
a Presidential Citation. 
 

Heidelberg 
 
Heidelberg is a very successful club 
ably led by President Simon Bowden. 
Although the club membership is pres-
ently 39, efforts are being undertaken 
to recruit new members. 
 
DG Alan Anderson recently had the 
pleasure of presenting Rotarian Tom 
Payne with a certificate to recognise 
his 50 years of service to Rotary. 
The club is active in running a wide 
range of social activities and projects 
to serve local and international com-

munities. 
 
Bruce Nicholls and Katrina Watson 
took part in the óRide to Conferenceô 
event over 600 kilometres through the 
north-east of Victoria and raised $2500 
for Rotaryôs polio eradication cam-
paign, PolioPlus. 
 
The clubôs Charity Golf Day with Rotar-
ian Smokey Dawson as MC, and Peter 
óCrackersô Keenan as the after dinner 
guest speaker, raised over $6500 
which will go towards supporting the 
White Lion  organisation and other lo-
cal charities. White Lion works with 
highly vulnerable young people in-
volved with or at risk of involvement 
with the youth justice system. 
 
This yearôs Kel Carr Oration, named in 
honour of former member and Past 
District Governor, Kel Carr, was pre-
sented by former Rotary Peace Fellow, 
Police Inspector Chas Allen. Inspector 
Allen addressed the audience on the 
topic of óThinking Globally, Acting Lo-
callyô. 
 
The club conducted a Small Business 
Growth Forum to promote vocational 
expertise and innovation for members 
and guests. 
 
The club hosted Youth Exchange Stu-
dent, Maeva Jolly from France, and 
Kyle Cheng from Taiwan. Kyle, a first 
year medical student at the National 

Yang Ming University in Taiwan, was 
the winner of the Rotary Club of Taipei 
Intercollegiate English Speaking 
Award. During his 2 week stay in Mel-
bourne, Rotarians and their families 
provided Kyle with a range of voca-
tional, cultural and fellowship experi-
ences to enhance his knowledge and 
understanding of Australia. 
 
During the year the club joined with the 
rotary Club of Ivanhoe in a Trivia and 
Auction night. This was the first formal 
meeting between the clubs since Ivan-
hoe was sponsored by Heidelberg in 
1993. 



33  

 

Ivanhoe 
 
Ivanhoe has been ably led by Presi-
dent Ross Pinney. Ross has inducted 
2 new members into the club: Maree 
McCabe and Stephanie Woollard. 
 
New member, Stephanie Woollard, 
has introduced the club to her project 
in Nepal which supports disabled 
women. The club has financed the pur-
chase of felt making equipment and 
the introduction of a felt making and 
training centre for the women. Three of 
Nepalôs top felt makers will train the 
women in the art of felt making so that 
they can become self sufficient. 
 
Ivanhoe hosted the Group Study Ex-
change team from District 1950, 
Southern Germany on their arrival in 
Australia. Club members arranged an 
interesting and informative program of 
vocational and social activities which 
were appreciated by the GSE team 
members. 
 
Projects supported by the club include 
the Red Cross breakfast program for 
indigenous students at primary schools 
in the Kimberley region in Western 
Australia, the homework program at 
the Darebin African Resource Centre, 
the Olympic Village Pre School and 
the Olympic Village Adult Education 
Centre, and the West Heidelberg 
Banyule Menôs Shed. 
 
The club was successful in gaining a 
place for its sponsored candidate, 
Caroline Anderson, to take part in the 
National Youth Science Award in Can-
berra. 
 
The club members enjoyed the fellow-
ship of a Trivia and Auction night with 
members of the Rotary Club of Heidel-
berg. 
 
The club continues to raise money for 
the Rotary PolioPlus campaign by sell-
ing the ñHumanity in Motionò number 
plate frames.  The club is a 100% con-
tributor to the Rotary Foundation 
óEvery Rotarian Every Yearô program. 

The club has supported the Recrea-
tional and Vocational Fellowship pro-
gram with Ross Pinney becoming a 
member of the International Golfing 
Fellowship. 
 
The Club submitted an application for 
a Presidential Citation. 
 

Moreland 
 
Moreland is a breakfast club which has 
a small but committed membership 
ably led by President John Hoffman.  
 
The club has continued to attract ex-
cellent speakers to its annual Australia 
Day Breakfast. Previous speakers 
have included Nobel Prize winner Pe-
ter Doherty, Judge Lex Lasry and for-
mer Federal Minister Barry Jones. This 
yearôs guest was renowned restaura-
teur, judge of popular television pro-
gram, MasterChef, and author, George 
Calombaris who entertained the audi-
ence of Rotarians and community 
members with his journey through life 
as the son of Italian and Greek migrant 
parents to becoming one of Australiaôs 
best known celebrities. 
 
The club is represented on the District 
Committee of Management by Nino 
Galgano as Legal Officer, and David 
Redfearn recently joined the District 
Disaster Aid Committee. 
Rosemary and Michael Freeman 
raised over $2000 and took part in the 
óRide to Conferenceô event through 
north-east Victoria to raise money for 
PoliPlus. 
 
The club provides support to Mercy 
College and to Penleigh and Essendon 
Grammar School through the Mark 
Galgano Achievement Award. Other 
community programs include members 
and family donating blood to the Red 
Cross and maintaining the Senior Citi-
zens Register. 
 
The club provided international support 
following the disastrous earthquake in 
Haiti by financing the cost of a Shelter-

box. Spectacles were also collected 
and donated to the District Donations 
in Kind program. 
 
The club recently hosted members of 
the Rotary Club of Ivanhoe to a joint 
breakfast meeting which was ad-
dressed by Reverend Ian smith of the 
Northern Interfaith and Intercultural 
Network. 
 

Pascoe Vale 
 
The club has had another successful 
year under the guidance of President 
Steve Webb. Membership has de-
clined to 28 however a concerted effort 
is underway to recruit new members. 
 
Earlier this year Phillip Archer, District 
Trainer for D9800, took the club 
through the Club Visioning program 
being promoted by RI. 
 
The club has been a significant sup-
porter of the Rotary Foundation 
through the Paul Harris Fellowship 
recognition program. 
 
The major project undertaken by the 
club this year involved fundraising over 
$15,000 to bring a young girl, Theary 
Pen Chan Sokum, from Cambodia to 
remove a large birth mark covering the 
right hand side of her face. The project 
was carried out under the auspices of 
the Rotary Overseas Medical Aid for 
Children program. Funds raised from a 
Black Tie Dinner, Corporate Golf Day, 
Christmas Raffle and other donations 
went towards covering the cost of the 
operation. The operation was carried 
out at the Mercy Hospital by Dr Tony 
Holmes. The club recognised Dr 
Holmes as a Paul Harris Fellow at a 
special meeting to acknowledge his 
contribution to changing the life of a 
delightful child who would otherwise 
have gone through life with a disfigure-
ment that would have affected her 
hopes for a normal life. 
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The club continued its bi annual nerve 
deafness hearing test program for pre 
school age children. The testing pro-
gram is conducted under supervision 
by post graduate degree students from 
the Department of Audiology at Mel-
bourne University as part of their train-
ing. Of the 130 children who had their 
hearing tested, over 30 were referred 
to their General Practitioner for further 
in depth assessment. 
 
A new award to recognise excellence 
and achievement for police officers 
serving at Moreland Divisional head-
quarters has been added to the club 
award program. Other awards pre-
sented each year include recognition 
of service to the community and pride 
of workmanship. 
 
The club has been successful in sourc-
ing Corporate Sponsorship that has 
provided both financial and in kind 
support for its youth and community 
programs. 
 
The Club submitted an application for 
a Presidential Citation. 
 

Preston 
 
President Rosemary Wilcox led the 
club in celebrating its 50th Anniversary 
in March of this year. 
The club has an active program of re-
cruitment and retention led by Les 
Price. Although several members have 
resigned due to work and relocation 
reasons, the club expects to increase 
its present membership of 37 by in-
ducting up to 5 new members in May/
June. 
The club has made significant dona-
tions to The Rotary Foundation 
through Annual and Permanent Funds, 
PolioPlus and Paul Harris Fellowship 
recognition. 
Les Price and the Foundation Commit-
tee have successfully applied for a 
Matching Grant through district to com-
plete the installation of 8 deep water 
wells in Quezon Province in the Philip-
pines. The club intends to extend the 
project to include other areas. 

The major fundraising event for the 
club is its association with Circus Qui-
kus. The organisation seeks commu-
nity sponsorship to enable more than 
3000 children and their families to at-
tend circus performances during 
school holidays. The club receives roy-
alties which then enables it to distrib-
ute more than $60,000 annually to lo-
cal charities and Rotary programs. 
Beneficiaries of the club have included 
Australian Rotary Health, the Mental 
Illness Foundation, Childrenôs Protec-
tion Society, Good Samaritan and the 
Salvation Army. 

Club members also gain great satis-
faction assisting in distributing gifts 
and toys through the West Heidelberg 
Exodus Community, a voluntary, not 
for profit organisation which works 
alongside the poor and disadvantaged. 
Other community programs include the 
annual elderly citizenôs luncheon and 
support for the Mental Illness Founda-
tion ï Open Mind Festival. 
The club sponsors students to the Na-
tional Youth Science Forum in Can-
berra each year, the Siemens Science 
Experience and scholarships to local 
students. The North Eastern Division 
of the Life Education project also re-
ceives annual support for it to carry out 
its programs in local schools. 
Vocational awards are presented to 
the top apprentices in the hospitality 
program at the Northern Metropolitan 
Institute of Technology. 
Club member Bernie Lamars has con-
tinued to coordinate the maintenance 
program at the Children First Founda-
tion farm which was constructed by 
Rotarians from throughout the District. 
The club has supported the following 

international programs with generous 
donations: Hamlin Fistula Hospital in 
Ethiopia and Operation Cleft which 
carries out cleft lip operations in Bang-
ladesh. The club has also made a sig-
nificant donation to Rotarians Against 
Malaria and financed a Shelterbox. 
The club continues to promote the ñBe 
a Rebel, Rebel Against Drugsô anti 
drug abuse program in secondary 
schools. 
The Club submitted an application for 
a Presidential Citation. 
 

Reservoir 
  
As the smallest club in the district, 
Reservoirôs effort to recruit new mem-
bers was rewarded when Aichiro 
Hashimoto was inducted into the club 
by President John Russell. 
The club provides support to local 
schools by providing Meritorious 
Achievement Awards that recognise 
and encourage 10 students who have 
strived to overcome personal adversi-
ties, such as those posed by emo-
tional, physical or financial conditions, 
and have taken part in the school pro-
gram to the best of their ability regard-
less of their personal situation. 
Each year the club arranges a farm 
experience and home hosting with Ro-
tarians in rural areas of the district for 
international students attending the 
Language Centre at the Bundoora 
campus of La Trobe University. The 
project encourages the building of last-
ing friendships and cultural exchanges 
between the students and their host 
families. The club was able to gain 
financial sponsorship for the project 
from Burbank Homes who also gener-
ously provided a bus and driver to 
transport the students. 
The club continues to organise the 
Reservoir Community Raffle which has 
injected over $1.2 million into the local 
community over the years and enables 
other community groups to raise funds 
to support their projects and activities. 
Financial support and goods in kind 
have been provided to an orphanage 
in Timor Leste. 
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Rotary Year 2010/11 has been a suc-
cessful year for Group 3, with clubs 
completing many projects within 
their communities and beyond, also 
continuing to respond to those af-
fected by floods, locally and inter-
state. I like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the Presidents and 
members for their support and com-
mitment to Rotary. 
 
BROADMEADOWS (Mary Jenkins) 
 
The Rotary Club of Broadmeadows 
has over the past twelve months been 
able to make significant donations with 
funds raised from the Community Op-
portunity Shop to the following local, 
national and International communi-
ties. This club has been involved in 
many projects : two Aqua Boxes to 
Pakistan and Haiti, Scholarship for two 
students at Glenroy West and West-
meadows Primary schools $500, 
Scholarship for a disadvantaged stu-
dent at Penola Catholic Collage $500, 
N.Y.S.F part contribution with Sunbury 
R.C. $600, 
Brought Relief 
$500, Flood Re-
lief $2000, Ad-
venture in Citi-
zenship pro-
gram $1200, 
Community Raf-
fle $6000 with 
$28000 being 
generated back 
into the commu-
nity, Polio Plus 
$900 and supported D.I.K with several 
hundred pairs of glasses and frames 
which were donated to Broadmeadow 
R.C  from the Town Centre Complex. 
These were sent to Africa and Indone-
sia.  
 
STRATHMORE      (Greg Handley) 
 
A very active club with good Commu-
nity support and Recognition. The 
Strathmore club would like to be con-
sidered that they represent the 

2010/11 theme of Building Communi-
ties and Bridging Continents. Presi-
dent Greg is a past Exchange Student 
to Canada from a few years ago. In 
saying that the club currently have an 
Outbound Student in Switzerland, an 
Inbound Student from Austria, have 
recently sponsored Outbound 
students to France and the US 
and hosted inbound students from 
Brazil and France. Strathmore 
R.C is very involved with District 
Group Study Exchange activities 
having representative on the Dis-
trict Committee. Strathmore has 
also had the pleasure of hosting 
inbound GSE teams from Domini-
can Republic, US and France in 
the recent times. On top of all 
that, Rotarian David Meller is the 
Donations In Kind chair for the 
District 9790 and manages the 
DIK store at Essendon Airport.  
 
Strathmore Club maintains close links 
with the local community and with tre-
mendous support from the Strathmore 

Community 
Bank and Lo-
cal traders; 
they are able 
to that support 
back into the 
community. 
The Club has 
had many fund 
raising pro-
jects, such as 
Street BBQs, 
Golf Days and 

evening functions but the best exam-
ple of linking with the community is the 
Xmas Raffle.  
 
 
With the support of the Community 
Bank and Local traders in the Strath-
more shopping strip, funds raised al-
lowed them to support activities within 
the local community of the most satis-
fying and enjoyable annual local event 
was the Elderly Citizens Xmas lunch in 
which they are now in their 14th year. 

 
SUNBURY (Alf Gloster) 
The Rotary Club of Sunbury is a very 
vibrant club; it has had a very good 
year and has increased its member-
ship from 40 to 42. This club has com-
menced a major project to renovate 

the Rotary Park in Sunbury; it needs 
refurbishment of the facilities such as 
Paths and Gardens. To date the BBQs 
have been updated the rest of the pro-
ject will take some time to complete 
and has the full support of the incom-
ing president, Board and members.                                          
The Club has also had an active en-
gagement in the renovation and re-
newal of the Sunbury Cemetery. This 
has been a neglected part of Sunbury 
for many years. 
 
There have been other community pro-
jects throughout the year, including 
vocation awards for business employ-
ees of Sunbury, and support for the 
Shine On Award by selecting a very 
worthy nominee for the District award. 
Literacy programs in the primary 
schools have been supported through 
the annual spelling completion. Other 
students with particular individual 
needs have been given assistance at 
their schools. The Club has continued 
a scholarship program to encourage 
excellence in secondary education.                      
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The Club has continued to recognise 
citizens who have made a distinctive 
commitment to the community through 
the Katherine Aitken Award this year.                                                  
The Sunbury RC has continued with 
the success of the ñBangers On 
Brookò project, it is to eliminate late 
night and very early morning conflict at 
the night club in Sunbury by pro-
viding free food and water out-
side the venue.                                                
The monthly market has also 
been a consistent source of 
revenue for the Club to enable 
the Community works to con-
tinue. Most of the Rotarians 
have an input into the projects 
and it brings the whole team 
together. 
 
This Club also still continues to 
support Rotary Foundation through 
contributions to Every Rotarian Every 
Year and Polio Plus, as well hosting 
the Group Study Team from District 
1950 in Germany. The Club has re-
mained active in the Youth exchange 
program and has supported the Ro-
tary Health Australia in the Research.  
Also the Club has been very active in 
promoting awareness of Mental 
Health issues in the town by assisting 
with seminars for the benefit of those 
people and their families who may 
need assistance/information. This 
yearôs project was named ñBreak the 
Silenceò.  The Club has also helped 
bring together the various separate 
assistance groups in the town that 
have been set up to meet particular 
needs  so they can all work together. 
 
In developing the youth in the area, 
the Club has supported a student to 
attend the National Youth Science 
Forum this year also not to mention 
that the Club has also sent young 
people to the Rotary Youth Leader-
ship Awards and once again, they 
were very positive about their experi-
ence. 
 
The Rotary Club of Sunbury has 
continued to hold meetings with a 

strong Rotary flavour and frequent 
cross interclub involvement. The meet-
ings have been relaxed and interest-
ing, while enjoying the company of 
fellow members. The club looks for-
ward to another great year pursuing 
the goal of ñService Above Selfò.           
 

CRAIGIEBURN       (Joe Gallone) 
 
Joe has enjoyed his year and the chal-
lenges that go with the responsibility of 
being club President even though this 
is his second time in the job.  In such 
short notice, Joe decided to take the 
role on again and has had great sup-
port from his Directors and fellow Ro-
tarians.                      
 
As the Club reflects on this Rotary 
year and reviews their achievements, 
the Craigieburn RC as a small club 
have achieved most of their planned 
objectives and all members should be 
pleased with their effects and contribu-
tions across most of the Avenues of 
Rotary Services.  
 

President Joe is particularly pleased 
with the Clubs commitment to youth 
and vocational programs. Also excel-
lent relationships, the club is building 
with the local schools, the club has 
experienced this year an increased 
number of students seeking opportuni-
ties to participate in Rotary youth pro-
grams such as RYPEN and RYLA. It 
has been very encouraging to see this 
renewed interest by students, which 
has been achieved through increased 
Rotary exposure to local schools, in 
the form of additional annual Rotary 
Scholarships, Nation Youth Science 
Forum, promotion and the better com-
munication of available Rotary youth 
programs to the local schools and col-
leges. The association developed with 
the Hume Anglican Grammar school 
has also been very beneficial for Ro-
tary.                                               
 
The Club has continued to concentrate 
much of their effects this year in im-
proving Rotary exposure to the 
Craigieburn and surrounding area 
communities, and through many pro-
jects and joint ventures. The club feels 
they have made major inroads into 
promoting the good work that Rotary 
does for the local community and have 
also bolstered the interest of potential 
new Rotary members. 
The Craigieburn RC has done a lot of 
work in seeking quality Guest Speak-
ers for Club meetings this year and 
also the way the meetings are now 
formatted worked well. Domenic 
Cichello has done a great job this year 
in this area and chairing the meetings.   
                                                                
It was great to see that this Club was 
able to present 4 deserving Rotarians 
Paul Harris Fellowships which went 
to Greg Gallone Domenic Cichello 
Cheryl Gill and Barry Hawkridge. 
 
It was also great to see an increase in 
membership, the Club inducted 4 new 
members, an increase that the whole 
club is proud of and will continue to 
search for new members.                                                   
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The club continued this year and con-
centrated on improving exposure in 
their local community through joint 
ventures supporting local business and 
local organisations;  a great project 
was catering for Stocklands promo-
tional days  (a major Land developer in 
Craigieburn)                                      
 
Also  the joint venture arrangement 
with the VFL Coburg Tigers 
football club (Richmond Sec-
onds) who play half of their 
matches this year at the new 
Highgate Stadium in Craigie-
burn, the club managed the 
BBQ at each of these matches 
and with the profits they were 
able to put back into the com-
munity.  
 
Another event that is held 
every year is the Craigieburn 
Festival whereby Craigieburn 
RC plays a big part in it, this 
year there were high interest from the 
local community in the Rotary informa-
tion Tent and it enabled the public to 
appreciate what Rotary does for com-
munity, youth and International ser-
vice.  
 
The club was able through its catering 
stalls to raise funds for Rotary projects, 
such as financial support given to the 
Craigieburn Scouting Group and the 
Craigieburn First Response Ambu-
lance Group, great effect from all 
members involved.                          
 
Well done to all members on a great 
job you have done this year. 
 
RIDDELLS CREEK  
(Graham Hackett) 
 
A vibrant and small club and 
has had a significant impact 
through the Rotary year un-
der the guidance of President 
Graham Hackett. This club 
has continued to play an im-
portant part of the Riddells 
Creek Community, the annual 

Christmas Light in the Rotary Park 
thatôs enjoyed by all young and old. 
The Club have also committed to an 
ongoing Literacy project which en-
sures that, over a seven year period, 
every child at the Riddells Creek Pri-
mary school will have received their 
own picture story book.  The prep 
teachers select a book specific for 
each prep childôs interests and this is 

presented to them at a school assem-
bly. All children in the school eagerly 
await the annual ñBook Dayò presen-
tation.                                           The 
Club has also provided new Picnic ta-
bles and chair in the Rotary Park, have 
organised scholarships at Riddells 
Creek Primary and Gisborne Secon-
dary schools, another annual event 
and has been a success year in year 
out is the Riddells Creek Sea-Food 
night whereby all money raised goes 
back into the community.        
 
It was also great to see this club gain-
ing more members. The club inducted 
3 new members this year (Faye, 
Charles & Noelene) and awarded a 

Paul Harris recognition to Frank 
Trawn, a recognition well deserved for 
his tremendous work in Rotary.                                         
 
I would also like to acknowledge the 
great work Kameal Fareshas done as 
a District rep with the Youth Ex-
change and Ron Howard with the 
Mental Health and Interact.                                    
 
It is very evident that President Gra-
ham and the Riddells Creek Club have 
been very active, I commend you all 
on your hard work for 2010/11.  
  
Romsey/Lancefield   (Brendan 
Meyer)    
 
A small club under the leadership of 
President Brendan. Even though a 
small club, they have completed many 
projects in their local Community, also 
not to mention the great work they 
have done in raising funds for Polio 
($1,000) and Shelter Box. Their local 
activities have included, Books for the 
local primary schools, which has been 
an annual event, Relay for Life, an-
other successful event this year.                                      
There is one project that I would like to 
commend the Club on; and that is the 
great work they have done with the 
Avenue of Honour, which is a joint 
project with the local RSL. 
 
The Club will place kairns along the 
walking track every 100 metres or so 
from Romsey to Lancefield Township 
dedicated to Military events that our 
men and woman have been involved 
in.                                                   
 
The first one is Gallipoli (Rotary) sup-

ported by Bendigo Bank Financial 
Services. The Club intends to have 
local businesses and individuals 
sponsor a Kairn that will include a 
plaque. There is a wide spread 
support from the RSL and the local 
community. the club has also had 
very good publicity especially from 
the Kilmore Free Press with front 
page articles over the last two 
weeks .                                               
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Southern Mitchell     ( Vin Leonard) 
 
Southern Mitchell, under the guidance 
of President Vin Leonard has had a 
successful year. Members have been 
actively involved with the Kilmore 
Menôs Shed which has helped in the 
recovery by making bookshelves and 
other items for the bushfire survivors.   
 
Another great project has been the 
Kilmore Art Expo; it has been an an-
nual event and now in its 4th year. It is 
a 2 to 3 day event, mainly exhibiting 
paintings,  but also includes ceramics, 
woodwork, jewellery and painting dem-
onstrations. Itôs a community event 
and a major fundraiser for the club. 
This Club has also supported the 
Every Rotarian Every Year and the R 
I Polio Plus challenge. This Club has 
also had the pleasure of hosting the 

RYLA Rotary Dinner,  it was a great 
night and great effect by President Vin 
and members that were involved.         
 
This club 
also leads 
the way in its 
Membership 
increase, 
well done to 
all.                                
 
Overall, this 
club has 
completed 
many project 
which has 
been an out-
standing 

effort by President Vin and the Club 
members. 
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Group 4 Clubs, Membership gain has 
been down on last year.  Clubs con-
tinue to induct new members, but con-
tinue to lose members through career 
changes, relocation of Employment 
and in some cases sadly deaths of 
older members. 
 
All clubs continue to support Rotary 
Foundation and Polio Plus with contri-
butions and club run events, as well to 
support Local and International Pro-
jects.  
 
Seymour have given significant sup-
port to the flood victims in Charlton, 
Alexandra and Yea clubs continue to 
support the Bush fire recovery efforts 
and youth programs in their approxi-
mate areas. 
 
Benalla continue their commitment to 
the Portsea childrenôs camp  for under-
privileged country children by help 
with, maintenance, setup and supervi-
sion of the program.  
 
Mansfield have embraced the L to P 
program, being mentors for learner 
drivers, (so that they can complete 
their driving time so that they can ad-
vance from Learners to Licensed driv-
ers)  in the area, Euroa are building a 

shed to house the Menôs Shed Group, 
and also house the Rotary Club Com-
munity equipment, they also placing a 
Cairn on top of Mt. Wombat with direc-
tional information for visitors.  
 
Clubs in group 4 have shown a won-
derful commitment to International fo-
cus, Alexandra have continued to work 
in combination with the Rotary Club of 
Healesville with providing cows to a 
small village in Africa. Mansfield con-
tinue their support in Venilate introduc-
ing clean water and sanitation into a 
school, Euroa funded and built 12 
houses and 47 bores/wells in a village 
in Cambodia, Yea participated in a 
building project in PNG, with many 
friendships forged from these commit-
ments and visits the support continues 
on. 
 
Each club have organised many 
events during the year. Here are some 
of the events, that have continued to 
raise funds with great success that 
help with the clubs commitment to 
funding both local and international 
projects, to name a few Alexandra 
Easter Art show, Euroa Show and 
Shine, Benalla catering at Winton 
Race Way and Racing Club, Seymour 
Annual Ball, Mansfield High Country 

Festival and Spring Arts, Yea Australia 
Day Weekend Art Show.  
 
Yea celebrated their, 25 birthday in 
May, with visitors from near and far, 
with many of the Charter members in 
attendance Congratulations to Yea on 
their achievement. 
 
Finally I thank the Presidents and 
clubs in group 4 for a great year and 
your acceptance of me as your Assis-
tant Governor, when I have visited 
your clubs during the year I have al-
ways been most welcomed and en-
joyed your fellowship.   
 
Our combined Presidents Meetings 
have been of great assistance and I 
feel successful I thank you all for your 
attendance and input, it was a great 
way of exchanging ideas and finding 
you are not alone with some of the 
problems that arise within your clubs. 
 
Continue the good work as we; Reach 
within to Embrace Humanity in 2011 ï 
2012 
 

A.G. Sandra Hanley 
Group 4 
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APPIN PARK  President Geoff Din-
ning 
has a current membership of 32 after 
inducting 1 new member this year. 
They are engaged in International and 
Community service and they achieved 
their service goals for the year, The 
club contributed to Rotary Foundation 
and Foundation programs Major 
events included Fishing Camping and 
Leisure show, Art Show, Computer 4 
kids program, joint meeting with Ser-
vice Clubs of Wangaratta. Appin Park 
along with Wangaratta and Myrtleford 
also played a part in the running of the 
District Conference. The Club must be 
commended on the information and 
content of their weekly Bulletin 
 
Beechworth  President John 
McColl 
had a net member growth of 2. The 
club has identified 2 mayor projects 
mainly the Menôs Shed and sec-
ondly to introduce an ongoing schol-
arship for local students. 
Both projects will involve committing 
our existing funds as well as some 
future fundraising activity. Other 
projects of the club in the past year 
have been collecting funds for the 
flood appeal - $3300 raised and pro-
ceeds shared between the Wynnum 
Manly Club, the District Flood Relief 
Fund 
4 markets held ï Spring, Celtic, 
Golden Horseshoes and Harvest Festi-
val markets with 120 stalls at the 
Golden Horseshoes Festival ï highest 
ever number of stalls. 
2 Community organisation boards 
have been erected at the town entry 
Rotary Park and Rotary walk have 
both been improved with refurbishment 
of border railings, and weeds slashed 
and paths cleared 
$2,000 was contributed to Foundation, 
and sponsored a successful applicant 
Emma in an outbound GSE team, the 
club also ran a Foundation information 
night 
The club have developed a strategic 
plan and succession plan with mem-
bers identified for leadership roles over 
the coming 2 years starting to prepare 

currently 
It has also been important to enhance 
the public profile of the club by im-
proved media coverage Saturday 
BBQôs and fund raising, new signs 
have purchased and used at markets, 
BBQôs etc 
 
Bright President Sue Manning  
inducted 2 new members, 1 member 
transferred to NSW and 4 resigned 2 
of which left the area. 
 
The club has continued a very high 
public profile, entering  a float in the 
Annual Autumn Festival Parade win-
ning 1st prize for the most outstanding 
float and best Community Organisation 
Float 

Members and Friends of Rotary work 
hard in fundraising with the Waterslide, 
Weekly Saturday sausage sizzle in the 
main street, running of Markets shar-
ing profits equally with Spring and Au-
tumn festival committees and Rotary 
This year we now have formed a part-
nership with Bicycle Victoria support-
ing the 3 Peaks Challenge. 
 
Support of Foundation, Polio Plus, In-
terplas, Rams, Romac, Timor Leste, 
Kenyan Students, Rotary Health In-
digenous Scholars, Anglicare, Fire bri-
gade and flood donations and inbound 
Youth Exchange Student Emma Visi-
tisen, Pride of workmanship Awards, 
and have recently taken on support of 
Thathangatay Foundation (Wadeye 
Project) involving work with Indigenous 
Students bring them from their home 
to Bright and local student travelling to 

Wadeye studying each otherôs culture 
 
Bright hosted a combined Paul Harris 
Dinner attended by members from 
Beechworth, Milawa/Oxley, Myrtleford, 
Mt Beauty 
 
Milawa Oxley  President Stephen 
Hill 
A very active and vibrant club; they 
continued their dedication to meeting 
local community needs whilst also be-
ing a significant contributor to the Ro-
tary Foundation, EREY and Polio Plus. 
The club has applied for a Matching 
Grant to build a rope obstacle course 
for the school kids in Chalhuanca 
Peru, and are delivering warm clothing 
for these same kids. 

 
They hosted & catered for the Inter-
national Fellowship of Motorcycling 
Rotarians Annual Meeting with Ro-
tarians attending from all states of 
Australia, they also catered for the 
Stockmanôs Hall of Fame annual 
Pink Ride. 
 
The years other significant events 
include the successful inaugural 
Christmas Market, hosting the Opera 
Scholars of Australia in Concert, as-
sisting with the Relay for Life, and 

attended the Annual Paul Harris dinner 
at Bright with other group 5 clubs, also 
attended the local combined service 
club dinner & the charter dinner of the 
RC of Kinglake Ranges, distributing 
emergency medical books to the local 
ambulance and pharmacies, and suc-
cessfully achieved the assistance of all 
local pharmacies to participate in the 
bowel scan project. 
 
The club participated in Literacy month 
by donating books for new born ba-
bies, financially assisted the Rotary 
Club of Bright with a donation towards 
a trailer for East Timor, purchased an 
Aqua Box .The club continue to hold 
weekly BBQôs at IGA & Mitre 10 and 
successfully achieved their member-
ship target by inducting 5 new mem-
bers, 1 honorary and 3 Family of Ro-
tary members. 
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Mt Beauty  President Yvonne Evans 
 
have inducted 4 new members which 
is a great effort from a small commu-
nity 
They offer support to year 9 students 
with an orientation program in Mel-
bourne this program is a high priority 
on the school curriculum 
2 students attended National Youth 
Science Forum (5 students in 2 years) 
Financial support has also been given 
to Mt Beauty Secondary  School 
Awards, Alpine Health, Mt Beauty 
Cricket Club, Polio Plus, Aqua Box and 
working with the Rotary Club of Vanu-
atu village project 
Fundraising continues to be from the 
Kangaroo Hoppett, cow tin, raffles and 
fine sessions they also have a partner-
ship with Bicycle Victoria 
As a trial to encourage new members 
some breakfast meetings are being 
held 
 
Myrtleford   President Hugh Forrest 
 
Three new members inducted, no 
losses 
New projects   
First success with NYSF for many 
years- Mitchell DeVries is now also 
going to the equivalent program in 
GERMANY in July Rotaract- 4 interest 
meetings advertised and held, how-
ever there was a lack of support from 
the age group,   
Tennant Creek - $500 funding sent up 

for an Indigenous project in conjunc-
tion  with RC Tennant Creek  
Hosted the GSE team during Confer-
ence  
Public Relations  
- new sign placed on Yackandandah 
Rd turnoff, and a second sign will soon 
be erected at the Savoy Club meeting 
place. 
 
New Fundraising projects started:  
 
Book Fair to be held on Bush Market 
Day 500 books already collected. RC 
Myrtleford Wine selection underway 
with  Vic Alps Winery and our own la-
bels 
 
Existing Projects  
 
Meals on Wheels, School scholar-
ships, L2P driver education program, 
and our own Driver Ed program, Youth 
Exchange Ski weekend- not  great 
success, Ian Murphy Memorial Debate 
- we support both the local secondary 
schools, Bowel Scan, Foundation (and 
PHF)  and Polio Plus donations, Ran 
the Myrtleford Festival Parade. This 
year an innovation was to have our 
own PA system and two local (well 
known) ladies providing commentary - 
very well received by 99% of the com-
munity 
 
Fundraising: new venue the Bush Mar-
ket very successful. Old projects still 
going well-  Gapsted Big Shed Sales 

(2), Christmas raffle and wood raffles. 
 
Wangaratta  President Peter Murphy 
 
Inducted 1 new member. 
Main Project for the Year  
Science & Engineering Challenge on 
the 26th & 27th May. 
 
Hosted a short term exchange student 
Participated in the Ian Murphy Memo-
rial Debating.  
 
Helped out with the District confer-
ence. 
Held a community BBQ for the Killa-
warra Community. This was in con-
junction with the Wangaratta Rural City 
Council. 
Supported a local Business at the last 
minute with a street BBQ. The busi-
ness was running a promotion and the 
Club that was supposed to do the BBQ 
pulled out at the last minute. 
 
Fundraising  Our main fundraiser is 
still our fortnightly BBQ that we run at 
Kmart. This BBQ gives us a constant 
income stream. 
 
To all members of Group 5 clubs I 
thank you for your friendship and hos-
pitality when visiting your club in the 
past year and look forward to my visits 
again in the coming Rotary year 
Patrick OôShea 
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Over all the clubs have had a suc-
cessful year holding many func-
tions and raising money to hand on 
to various community areas. De-
spite this there has been some is-
sues to deal with and the clubs con-
cerned have done so in a profes-
sional manner so that the club 
keeps running smoothly. The main 
concern is still membership and 
clubs are indicating it is hard to get 
younger ones involved and even 
when they do join they aren't inter-
ested in taking any responsibility of 
positions within the clubs. All we 
can do is to keep working towards 
rectifying this.  
 
 
Shepparton Central 
 
The year has been successful for the 
club.  Our major fund raising event for 
the year ï our annual golf day was 
particularly successful this year.  With 
the support of major sponsor- The 
Good Guys ï almost $30,000 was 
raised on the day.  The local Search 
and Rescue Squad will be the major 
benefactor, who will receive a new 
search and rescue boat, valued well in 
excess of $20,000.  Full credit goes to 
past president Rob Kelly who pulled 
together a very successful day, includ-
ing guest speaker Brant Webb 
(Beaconsfield Mine cave in survivor). 
 
Other fundraising efforts included a 
ñreverse raffleò, which doubled as an 
enjoyable social event, and a stall at 
the Shepparton Bush market, both of 
which provided much needed funds for 
our clubôs ongoing commitments to 
various Rotary programs. 
 
The saddest point in the clubôs year 
was the passing away of member 
David Cussen.  Although David had 
been a member for only a relatively 
short period, he was a willing and ac-
tive member who enjoyed being in-
volved in club activities. 
 
The club has inducted one new mem-

ber, and a further induction will occur 
before the monthôs end, thus we will 
see a net gain of one member for the 
year.  A number of social events were 
successfully held, mostly by re-
scheduling our usual lunch-time meet-
ing to an evening ópartners nightô with 
a specific theme. 
 
Lars-Christian Boll, our inbound ex-
change student, has had a great year.  
He has been a willing participant in 
club meetings and has become popu-
lar with the members.  Aside from the 
órock-to-reefô safari and a holiday to 
Bali with his host family, Lars-Christian 
has experienced a number of trips and 
weekends away as a guest of a num-
ber of members, including new-years 
eve in Melbourne, trips to the beach, 
wake boarding on the Murray and a 
Sydney Harbour Bridge Climb. 
 

The club continued its focus on pro-
grams for youth, with ongoing commit-
ments to RPEN and RYLA.  Alicia 
Titchmarsh returned from exchange to 
Brazil and Shephanie Horton is cur-
rently in Germany.  Guest speakers 
that informed the members about local 
initiative for youth ï such as ASHE, the 
McAuley Champagnet Program, Word 
and Mouth, etc,etc, rated highly.  Qual-
ity guest speakers, great fellowship at 
friendly meetings continued to be a 
great strength of our club.  We also 
programmed a number o ósite visitô 
meetings to places of interest, includ-
ing the new La Trobe University build-
ing. 
 

KYABRAM  
 
A year already! It canôt be, no way, 
where did that go? Well I guess it is 
just on a year now since I became the 
President of Kyabram Rotary Club. So 
what about the dreams, goals and cul-
ture of the club? Has it changed? Have 
all the goals we put in place been 
achieved? 
I believe, thanks to your clubs unwav-
ering support, things we set about 
achieving have happened with great 
acceptance and little fanfare. 
In 2011 we celebrated our Fiftieth An-
niversary in great style, highlighted, or 
not, by some famous skits. 
We organised and ran a very success-
ful duck race for the community, rais-
ing over eight thousand dollars, as well 
as our famous double knockout com-
petition and working at the football 
gate. We will have over eleven thou-
sand dollars, which will be spent mak-
ing our community an even more won-
derful place. 
  
We helped our people in our own 
backyard by volunteering to pick up 
Irene Pankhurst from the Shepp Pri-
vate Hospital during April so she could 
receive treatment to help ease burden 
on her family. 
 
Each month we cooked breakfast for 
our elderly at Sheridan age care facil-
ity, and then also started Computer 
For Kids in Kyabram where we ar-
ranged to get second hand computers 
refurbished and allocated to families 
and kids that didnôt have computers at 
home. 
 
We have continued our long estab-
lished past of hosting an Exchange 
student with a young fellow named 
Kristian from Denmark sharing his life 
with us for the last year as we also 
sent Rhylie Stockdale overseas to 
Austria and welcomed back Ally Cas-
tles from France. 
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Each year as our club gets older, as 
do many others, we wonder where the 
next leaders are coming from; I am 
proud and happy to say that we have 
in place presidents for the next two 
years, and inducted two new members 
who will be active participants in all the 
club does. 
 
I feel confident that we have changed 
our culture for the better, the future 
looks good and our community, as well 
as other nations on a whole, will bene-
fit by those unselfish people I call 
friends and Rotarians. 
 
I have been at the front of the Dias all 
year, but I have just about been the 
smallest person at the club and it is the 
members who make our club the best 
in the whole district 9790. I am, and so 
should the members be, proud of what 
has been achieved this year through 
foresight, collective forward motion 
and energy. 
 
I again thank all those who have 
helped me enjoy a wonderful year as 
president of Kyabram Rotary Club. 
 
 
EAST SHEPPARTON 
 
It has been a pleasure to be President 
of East Shepparton Rotary Club. We 
are small in numbers but big in heart 
and dig deep within ourselves when 
there is help needed.  This has been a 
significant year in many ways for our 
club.  First and foremost it was our 20th 
Anniversary in August. We celebrated 
with a dinner and a wonderful DVD 
portraying the clubs energy, members 
past and present, projects, highlights 
and significant events. 

Despite some very serious illness and 
accidents which befell some of our 
members we have continued to sup-
port the community. 
 
Our exchange student Rachael Ham 
returned from Sweden. Rachael was a 
great Ambassador for Rotary and Aus-
tralia in her year of exchange. She em-
braced the language and culture with 
such a passion she is reluctant to let it 
go. Rachael is now settling back into 
Australia whilst continuing her studies 
in Swedish by correspondence. This 
and all of the exchanges are success-
ful not only due to great selection proc-
ess and good work that Rotary Interna-
tional does but also due to the suppor-
tive and embracing parents of the ex-
change students. Leah Ross continued 
her good work on the Rotary Interna-
tional Youth Exchange board as the 
district counsellor for America this 
year. 
 
We welcomed Yulita Alim into Austra-
lia as our inbound Rotary International 
Youth Exchange student. Yulita al-
though being an American exchange 
student is a multi-cultural student. Hav-
ing been born in Indonesia and of In-
donesian descent she practises the 
religion of Islam.  One of our biggest 
challenges this year was finding Host 
families for Yulita.  Many of the club 
members opened up their lives and 
homes to Yulita to make the exchange 
a great one for her.  Yulita has needed 
much more support in other ways 
which Rotary has provided to make 
her exchange a success. 
 
The projects that we have come to-
gether to complete have not been just 
about fundraising. They give us a 

sense of fulfilment to work with others 
to achieve something good. This is the 
spirit in which we undertook the 
Dancesports and Triathlon projects.  
Our tried and true wildflower explora-
tion was a great success this year with 
so much to see after all the rain. 
 
Michael Hill was our successful nomi-
nee for the National Youth Science 
Forum. Jenni Hill did a lot to help Mi-
chael Hill fulfil his dreams of travelling 
to Perth and then later in the year 
heading off to Russia to the Aeronauti-
cal Engineering conference.  Many 
members of our club individually sup-
ported Michael as did other clubs in 
the District. 
 
Our club was also successful in send-
ing Mohammed Sadeqi a year 11 stu-
dent to the Rotary Adventure in Citi-
zenship in Canberra in May. Moham-
med made great use of this opportu-
nity to build a greater understanding of 
Australian politics and law, forge new 
friendships, learn team work and lead-
ership skills which will help him 
achieve his goal of studying Law. If 
Mohammed can do this he will have 
gone from being a refugee to a highly 
functioning community member in one 
generation.  It is successes such as 
these that make the work of Rotary so 
fulfilling. 
 
As with many years before youth sup-
port is strength in our club. As this year 
of Rotary is coming to an end for me I 
feel excited for the new President and 
their team.  I look forward to giving 
them the support and encouragement 
that they have given me. 
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MOOROOPNA 
 
We have received advice from the 
Nkwazi Rotary Club in Lusaka, of the 
arrival of 60 Hospital Beds, for use in 
the Chelston Clinic and further. The 
beds were purchased almost two 
years ago, and failed to get a Matching 
Grant to help with transport. 
Mooroopna paid for the sea compo-
nent $6000. And a similar amount has 
been found via the Nkwazi Club. 
These beds came from the old 
Women's Hospital in Melbourne. 
We have had DIK collect the remaining 
35 Hospital Beds we were holding, and 
are they have now been sent to South 
Africa (RC Balwyn) and to Sudan (RC 
West Footscray) 
 
We have collected some Spectacles 
for DIK which have been delivered to 
DIK. 
We have undertaken to assist The 
Mooroopna Historical Society to pur-
chase the building that they occupy, 
and are still fundraising from the com-
munity, Local Service Clubs, Local, 
State & Federal Government. The Ap-
peal has a target of $500,000. They 
have a great collection and need to 
own their own building, as that opens 
up the opportunity of further 
grants.They were at risk of being told 
to exit the building and it seemed that 
all would have been packed into ship-
ping containers. We have now on hand 
enough money and a contract of sale 
has been signed and ownership 
should occur in July. We would still like 
to raise a little more money to enable 
some maintenance & the building of a 
car park. 
 
We have a young Rotarian in our club 
Leakey, who is Kenyan and would like 
very much to be able to help his own 
country. He has been on holiday back 
in Kenya and we asked him to re-
search a project. The project he came 
back was suggested by the Kenyan 
Government. This project builds large 
fish ponds for fish farming. This pro-
vides Employment, Food, and the 
profit provides for further development 

of Fish Farming as well as financing 
the building of houses. One Farm can 
employ about 15 youth, and provide 
Fish for the Market every 6-8 months. 
Each year each farm would also about 
6-8 homes, very Basic but not Mud 
Houses which wash away with heavy 
rain. We are actively investigating this 
project. A few local clubs have indi-
cated support for a second farm, and 
we have set aside money for the first 
farm..We have a lot of information on 
hand already. It is likely to happen next 
Rotary Year. 
 
Our New 
Genera-
tions 
Commit-
tee has 
been very 
active. 
They have 
funded 
three stu-
dents to 
MUNA in 
Canberra on Sept 6th. Brittany Ander-
son, Bruce Oakley, and Nathan Booth. 
Another Student has been supported 
in her travel expenses in the Interstate 
Basketball 
We have provided a bus and Driver 
which took 7 students plus teachers to 
the Tournament of the Minds in Mel-
bourne on Sept 7th 
An Interact Club is being formed. 
We have received two applicants for 
Rotary Youth Exchange but this will be 
for next years round. 
Some funding has also been provided 
to help with the transport of a group of 
Young singers to Melbourne 
Scholarships have been presented to 
each of the Schools in Mooroopna, 
Toolamba, Ardmona, North 
Mooroopna and Undera. 
 
We had another successful Car Raffle 
and New Years Eve Festival. 
Our Fruit Salad Day was again quite a 
success. 
We participated in a combined service 
clubs evening, in Mooroopna which is 
an annual event. 

 
A number of our Rotarians and part-
ners, 22 in all enjoyed a great trip into 
the Hunter Valley in NSW. 
 
We are involved with Riverlinks for the 
Shepparton area which has great po-
tential. 
We have given money to Rochester for 
Flood Relief. 
Each weekend we deliver Meals on 
Wheels as well as on Public Holidays 
which is longstanding and valuable 
community project . 
Disbursements have just bee allocated 
and we have contributed $83,000 to a 
list of worthy causes, the Oncology 
Unit of GV Health is the largest benefi-
ciary at $30,000 
We have raised over $40,000 for Polio 
Plus 
 
SHEPPARTON 
 
\We ran our motor show on the 3rd of 
march and it was very successful. All 
comments from the public were posi-
tive we raised $11500.00 
  
We are half way through our Sheppar-
ton goes solo project 
  
We have just run our golf day on Fri-
day and that was also successful 
  
We are doing the bowel scan project 
  
We have done our calendar project 
and raised about $14000.00 
  
We are going to support Mooroopna's 
Kenya project for $5000.00 
  
At Xmas time we ran a pensioners 
lunch for about 100 people 
  
We have two new members 
I feel our club is doing fine and we had 
17 people at conference. 
  
We have raised over $40,000 for Polio 
Plus 
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Tatura 
 

The new Rotary year started well fol-
lowing a successful Rotary Art Show 
with a new board lead by President 
Kevin Linton. 
D.G. Alan Anderson and Wife Dorothy 
visited our club in August and re-
marked that the club had a great feel. 
Our club at this point had 30 members. 
Since then we have lost one through ill 
health, one, regrettably has passed 
away and another has resigned. At 
present we have 27 members. The 
member who resigned was President 
Kevin Linton. He resigned 
in April. 
 
Throughout the year our 
club has : 

¶ Sent local student Alex-

andra Vibert away as a 
Rotary Exchange stu-
dent to Germany. 

¶ Held a $100 a ticket 

raffle night in Novem-
ber. 

¶ Hosted an inter school 

debate. 

¶ Held our major fund-

raiser, the Christmas 
Fruit and Veggie Mar-
ket. 

¶ Conducted a garbage bin service at 

Taturaôs Dairy Week. 

¶ Man the gates at the Tatura Football 

Club. 

¶ Held a Menôs health night in March. 

¶ Will conduct the 5th  annual Tatura 

Rotary Art Show in June. 
 
On the social side our club bussed up 
to Echuca for a trip on a paddle 
steamer restaurant, had a bocce night 
with Mooroopna Rotary Club and 
Tatura Lions and a barbeque in Janu-
ary. We probably need more social 
events. 
 
Over the year we have disbursed 
$44,400, an increase of $2500 on last 
year. 

 
As the immediate past president it falls 
to me to take over as president for the 
remainder of the year. However due to 
my work commitments the club agreed 
that P/P Tony Mason an I  would share 
the roll as president for the rest of this 
year. 
 
Summing up. Our club is ageing and 
needs more young blood. We are very 
competent in conducting events and 
we enjoy each others company. If we 
can get some more members this club 
could go places. 

 

Shepparton South 
 

2010/11 Rotary year for Shepparton 
South has been one of solid work and 
enjoyment.  Highlights of the year have 
been the addition the one new mem-
ber and another to be inducted in the 
coming weeks and also our clubs ap-
plication for a Presidential citation. 
 
The Rotary Craft Market continues to 
be our largest revenue project whilst 
we continue to pick up catering events 
with the newly acquired BBQ trailer.  
Other events have included the 
Shepparton Triathlon and the School-
boys bike road race where duties as 
marshals were carried out. 
 

Notwithstanding the clubôs pro-
grammed Board meeting for consider-
ing organisationôs requests for support 
is to be held on Monday 16th May and 
number of donations have been made 
throughout the year. Our Foundation 
committee has been very active which 
has seen over $13,000 going to worthy 
causes.  Community service has seen 
a number of local beneficiaries of do-
nations including the RC Rochester 
Flood Relief.  Finally new generations 
has supported a number of our local 
youth to attend projects such as the 
Murray Darling School Freshwater. 

 
The club has been 
working at and deliv-
ering on both its Stra-
tegic and leadership 
plans.  All Board 
members for 2011/12 
are in place with our 
President elect, Bill 
Porter, Secretary, 
Foundation Director 
and Project Director 
all attending PETS in 
Euroa. 
 
Our weekly meetings 
have been well at-
tended as can be 
seen via the DG 

Newsletter.  This year we conducted a 
scatter meeting that saw our members 
attend spread to other rotary clubs in 
our district, it was an exercise that re-
ceived mostly positive feedback and I 
feel sure will become a annual event. 
 
Socially RC Shepparton South  has 

been active conducting a number of 

well attended functions including Dhur-

ringile/winery tour, Car Rally, golf day 

and a partnerôs night at a local restau-

rant. 
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 ROTARY CLUB OF COBRAM 
Early in August the members con-
ducted their annual ñSwap Meet and 
Show nô Shineò which has become a 
huge success story. The club has also 
been involved over four years in the 
Boroondara Cares and Moira Cares 
partnership. This partnership includes 
thirteen - city and country - Rotary 
Clubs - over two districts - working to-
gether to support Moira Shireôs 
drought stricken farmers and their 
families. The Rotary Clubs couldnôt 
make it rain or reduce farm debt, but 
they implemented various programs 
and events that provided opportunities 
to show that people care about the 
wellbeing of farming families as they 
suffer the devastating effects of the 
long drought. Other club activities in-
cluded, a Bocce Night, the regular 
highway clean up as part of the ñAdopt 
a Highwayò program as well as several 
local community projects. The club 
also increased its membership to 27 
this year and to match the Presidentôs 
challenge purchased several 
AquaBoxes to be used for disaster 
relief. President Bert Orr and the club 
members have had a good Rotary 
year. 
 

ROTARY CLUB OF DENILIQUIN 
                                                                           
President Garry Baker and the 24 club 
members have had an active and busy 
year that has included a variety of pro-
grams and events. Some of these 
events include the ñDeni Ute Musterò 
gates, the Deniliquin Art Show and 
many other local and overseas com-
munity projects. This year the club 
adopted the ñUnite for Sightò program 
that involved collecting spectacles for 
an overseas country. The members 
this year also helped erect Christmas 
decorations to spruce up the town for 
the festive season. The club cele-
brated its 60th Anniversary in 2010 and 
President Garry produced and 
launched a fundraising book 
(displaying Garry Lyonôs Warning from 

ñThe Footy Showò on the cover) - con-
taining a collection of jokes and anec-
dotes from the inbox - called ñCaught 
Intônetò. This year the club also spon-
sored and hosted a Youth Exchange 
student. The club members are also 

truly concerned for the wellbeing of 
their local businesses and farming 
community as they begin to recover 
from a period of drought and hardship. 
 

ROTARY CLUB OF FINLEY 
The 19 Rotarians led by President Pe-
ter Dundon have had a busy year and 
are very involved in many local com-
munity 

activities. Some of their projects 
included replacing the Mary Law-
son Rose Garden and maintaining 
the Finley Walking Track. The club 
members are also involved in 
monthly barbecues and conduct-
ing a very successful annual 
Bowls Day. Parking of vehicles at 
the Finley Agricultural Show is 
another project that is undertaken 
by club members. The range of 
local and International programs 
and events that the Rotary Club is 
involved in has been influenced by 

the recent drought that has had a fi-
nancial and social effect on the Finley 
community. President Elect Keith 
Haidle is planning to incorporate fur-
ther challenging community activities 
for club members in the next Rotary 
year. 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF NATHALIA 

                                                            
President Glenda Harding, who 
stepped up to the leadership role this 
year, and her 20 busy club members 
have enjoyed doing many things for 
the Nathalia community. The club has 
undertaken a variety of community 
projects including numerous barbe-
cues and completing the Jenny Bell 
Memorial Playground. The members 
are also involved in the local ñMeals on 
Wheelsò program and they remain ac-
tively involved in the various programs 
and events that are conducted as part 
of the Boroondara-Moira Cares part-
nership. Rotarians enjoy various fel-
lowship activities and they participate 
in a number of social events such as 
the annual Mount Beauty visit and the 
Les Lawrence Shield Bowling competi-
tion against Numurkah. Their Debating 
Team was runner-up in the Ian Murphy 
Memorial Debating competition this 
year and the club was rewarded with a 
certificate of appreciation for the excel-
lent support they offered the Kotupna 
Fire Brigade when the Brigade cele-
brated its Centenary.  
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ROTARY CLUB OF NUMURKAH 
                                                               
The 35 club members with President 
Phil Seager have had a busy year. 
They have been involved in numerous 
Rotary Club working bees and barbe-
cues as well as supporting various lo-
cal community activities including the 
Numurkah ñShow us Ya Wheelsò 
event. The club members also staged 
their 31st Annual Rotary Art and Craft 
Show over the Labour Day Weekend 
in March. The show is somewhat 
unique in that there is a Craft section 
as well as the Art section. Over the 
years they have raised in excess of 
$150,000 to distribute to selected local 
organizations. The club members have 
also been involved in the various ac-
tivities that have been conducted as 
part of the drought relief programs and 
events of the Boroondara-Moira Cares 
partnership. Well done, on many ex-
cellent achievements. 
 
ROTARY CLUB OF TOCUMWAL 
                                                                
President Ian Stronge and the 14 club 
members have been busy with their 
ñstrongò involvement in various local 
community activities. They have fifteen 
members so their Rotary meetings 
could also be called Board meetings 
as every member has a club role of 
responsibility. In 2010 the club cele-
brated its 25th Anniversary of ñService 
Above Selfò to the community. Their 
variety of community programs and 
events over the year included numer-
ous barbecues, working bees, support 
for setting up a Menôs Shed project, 
the Annual Auction, maintaining of the 
WAAF Creek Walk, the annual support 
for the Y.M.C.A. Murray Marathon and 
involvement in the RAAF reunion cele-
brations held at the historical base in 
Tocumwal. Each year the club mem-
bers raise an amazing amount of 
money that is distributed to various 
deserving community events and local 
organizations. Annually a number of 
Vocational Awards are also presented 
to worthy Tocumwal people and busi-

nesses for their outstanding ability or 
excellent customer service over the 
year. The passing of long serving Ro-
tarian Don Escott saddened President 
Ian and club members. Our sympa-
thies go to his family and we shall all 
miss Don. 
 
ROTARY CLUB OF YARRAWONGA-
MULWALA 
                                                                                            
The 43 club members and President 
Max Kaine have had a very busy year 
and they have been actively involved 
in their local community as well as 
serving overseas communities. Their 
members have been involved Interna-
tionally in FAIM and RAWCS trips over 
a number of years ï the most recent 
was a trip in 
January 2011 
to Weewak in 
Papua New 
Guinea to 
build a 
teacherôs 
house. The 
clubôs monthly 
Rotary Com-
munity Market 
involves many 
members in a 
regular com-
mitment of 
service and 
provides a 
great source of 
income for the 
club. The club 
members have 
also maintained their active involve-
ment with the various programs and 
events conducted as part of the 
Boroondara-Moira Cares partnership. 
The club members are also regular 
supporters of the Rotary Foundation. 

OVERVIEW 
 
My wife, Marilynne and I have really 
enjoyed my second year as Assistant 
Governor Group 7 leading our team - 
ñGazaôs Gangò. It has been ñinteresting 
and challengingò. We have also further 

expanded our network of Rotary 
friends and enjoyed the fellowship and 
fun that we have experienced when 
visiting our Group 7 Rotary Clubs. 
 Another Rotary year ends and we 
farewell District Governor Alan Ander-
son as the Rotary Wheel once more 
rotates (full on with renewed enthusi-
asm). This time our incoming District 
Governor David Anderson - (The 
Youth Exchange ñKingò from Yea - in 
his R.M. Williams gear) will be in 
charge of mounting and riding our Dis-
trict 9790 thoroughbred in a marathon 
journey over many hurdles (especially 
surviving the Moonee Valley District 
Conference ï óa challenging, harness 
meeting held in the big cityô).  
 

Well done on a great year to District 

Governor Alan and Dorothy Anderson 

and good luck for the year ahead to 

the young, Yea ñcoltò incoming District 

Governor David Anderson.  
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Rotary Year 2010-2011 has been a 
successful year for Group 8 with clubs 
performing many projects in support of 
their local community.  I would like to 
thank the Presidents for supporting the 
Meetings that we held and for giving 
me the opportunity to visit their clubs.  
I look forward to continuing this asso-
ciation in the next Rotary year.  
 
Bellbridge Lake Hume  
 
This is a small club and under the 
leadership of President Reg, started 
and completed the year with 10 mem-
bers. Even though they are a small 
club they have completed many pro-
jects involving both the local and Inter-
national community.  They have an 
ongoing commitment to support an 
orphanage in PNG.  Their local activi-
ties have included two Bike Rides, a 
fishing competition, the preparation 
and harvesting of Christmas Trees for 
sale to the public as well as many 
other activities.  This club is very active 
and has great fellowship, well done. 
 
Belvoir Wodonga   
 
This club under the leadership of 
President Mark started the year with 
35 members and currently have 36 
members.  Contributions to The Rotary 
Foundation totalled $7300.  The main 
fundraiser for this club remains the 
Rotary Market which is in partnership 
with The Rotary Club of Albury North.  
There have been many youth projects 
including Youth Exchange, RYLA and 
the Ian Murphy Memorial Debate.  
Their Movie trailer has been an asset 
to the community at large.  This has 
been a very successful year for the 
club, well done. 
 
Corryong  
 
Under the leadership of President Mi-
chelle the club started the year with 18 
members and have finished the year 
with 17 members.  Contributions to 
The Rotary Foundation totalled $1000 
with the possibility of further donations 
before the yearôs end.  They have 
completed a very successful project in 

support of Rileyôs Ride which is their 
major fundraiser for the year.  They 
conducted many local community ac-
tivities which include Meals on Wheels, 
Senior Citizens lunch, Menôs Shed and 
catering for the Towong Races.  Well 
done to a successful year in Rotary. 
 
Rutherglen  
 
Under the leadership of President Neil 
the club started the year with 34 mem-
bers and has increased its member-
ship to 37.  Contributions to The Ro-
tary Foundation totalled $1000.  The 
club is committed to youth programs 
and supports the local community with 
projects that they partake in, some of 
these being, Triathlon, Muscat Run, 
ñHole in Oneò competition, Tour De 
Rutherglen, Australia Day Breakfast, 
and the Good Friday Appeal.  They are 
currently looking at an International 
project in East Timor.  Congratulations 
on a successful year. 
 
Tallangatta   
 
This is a small club and under the 
leadership of President Charlie started 
the year with 18 members and has 
finished with 16 members.  Contribu-
tions to The Rotary Foundation totalled 
$250.00 for EREY and has a commit-
ment of $2000 to Polio Plus before the 
end of this Rotary Year.   They have 
purchased two Aqua Boxes as part of 
their International commitment.  For a 
small club their hearts are big and they 
enjoy what Rotary allows them to do in 
their community.  Projects in the com-
munity were "Meals on Wheels", the 
50's Festival, catering for two Towong 
Council Community Consultation 
Events and the provision of breakfast 
for those attending the Australia Day 
event.  along with other activities.  The 
Tallangatta Water Expo is their main 
fundraiser for the year and they had a 
successful day .  They have also com-
pleted many other projects.  Well 
done.  
 
Wodonga   
 
Under the leadership of President 

Lorraine the club started the year with 
30 members and currently have 29 
members.  Contributions to The Rotary 
Foundation totalled $3500.00.  This 
club is very active in the local commu-
nity supporting Meals on Wheels, 
Wodonga Hospital, Ronald McDonald 
Family Room, the Senior Citizens 
Christmas Lunch and the Mothers Day 
Classic along with other projects.   On 
the International side they sponsor 
"Glory" at the School of St Jude in 
Tanzania.  The club has had a suc-
cessful year.  To the club, well done. 
 
Wodonga West  
 
Under the leadership of President 
Brian the club started and finished the 
year with 33 members.  Contributions 
to The Rotary Foundation has totalled 
$2500.00.  This year highlights for the 
club has realised an arrangement with 
McDonald Restaurants to place three ' 
Money Spinners' in their Albury/
Wodonga outlets of which the pro-
ceeds are to be shared between club 
projects and The Ronald McDonald 
House.  The club conducted their first 
Car Boot sale in the Wodonga Council 
car park and hope to conduct sales 4 
times per year.   They sponsored a 
classical Indian dance performance 
and hope that this will be annual event.  
This year was their 26th Annual Charity 
Golf Day which is their major fund-
raiser.  They conducted their 10th con-
secutive Bogong Youth Leadership 
Camp as their commitment to RYPEN.  
The club also fulfilled many obligations 
that were a benefit to their local com-
munity.  Their Youth commitment was 
very strong with a team from The 
Wodonga Catholic College in Ian Mur-
phy Debating Competition and spon-
sorship of both outbound and inbound 
Youth Exchange students.  The club 
has had a very successful year, well 
done. 
 
 
Robert Matejcic 
Assistant Governor Group 8 
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LAVINGTON 
 
The least number of members in the 
Group but certainly make their pres-
ence know and get involved in the 
local community. Some of their pro-
jects include: 
Pride of Workmanship -Seven em-
ployees were nominated by their em-
ployers and received awards, every-
body enjoyed the evening which rec-
ognised the deserving awardees and 
was a great promotion of Rotary. 
Carols by Candlelight 
 25th Annual Charity Golf Day, this is a 
major annual fund raiser, thanks to 
the Liverpool Catholic Club and the 
Thurgoona Country Club Resort for 
donating the use of their facilities for 
what was a very successful event. 
Supported Midnight Basketball  
March- District 9790 Conference ï 
23% of our members attended. 
International Night which has been a 
practice for over 20 years, this year 
Mr. Daniel Woker Ambassador of 
Switzerland is the guest speaker. 
COROWA 
 
A club that is very involved in the local 
community and has a well respected 
presence in the area. They participate 
in many events including: 
 
Monthly (Approx) BBQs in main street 
and elsewhere (e.g. Property Clearing 
Sale) for specific fund raising requests 
and general fundraising. 
Working Bees for commitment to 
council to clean up section of highway 
outside of township on Albury Road. 
Several Catering jobs including at Val-
halla wines major function (Winery 
Walkabout) 
Membership promotion night at Val-
halla wines with guest speakers.. 
Manning Corowa Race Club Gates for 
all Race Meetings. 
Youth Exchange. Two during year. 
Accepted  a South American student 
that  unfortunately could not be taken 
by another Rotary Club because, not 
being from Europe, there were school 
year timing problems. 

Ongoing wine bottling and sales ac-
tivities. 
Administration of Bowel Cancer Test-
ing program via local chemist shops. 
The Khaki Vehicles Enthusiasts 
(Vintage Military Vehicles) Annual 
Swap/Meet ï Market and catering at 
Corowa Airport. 
Organisation of ñBurntò play produc-
tion and supper after with back up 
support groups at Corowa RSL in re-
lation to Rural Mental Health. 
Support of as many other club, dis-
trict, and RI projects as able. 
A number of specialist dinner meet-
ings with particular focus e.g. ñride to 
conferenceò with appropriate guest 
speakers. 
 

ALBURY NORTH  
 
A very successful club with the largest 
membership in the Group. An ener-
getic team who get themselves in-
volved in a number of projects of 
which these are only a few: 
 
Main project continued with running 
the Sunday community market in con-
junction with Belvoir Wodonga. The 
results are in line with last year de-
spite the more inclement weather this 
year.  Assisted Albury City Council 
with their new idea to run four monthly 
Night Markets from February to May.  
These were successful enough for the 
council to decide to do again later in 
the year after daylight savings starts.  
The weekend of 13th ï 15th May saw 
the clubôs 21st year of running its own 
RYPEN camp at Howmanôs Gap.  
This year the club hosted 45 year 10 
students from Albury,  
Wodonga, Tallangatta, Corryong, Cul-
cairn and Corowa.  The club is also 
heavily involved in the local project to 
erect a 20 unit Carer Accommodation 
building at the Albury Base Hospital in 
conjunction with Fight Cancer, Zonta 
and Lions. Albury North's input in to 
this project has been and will continue 
to be major.  The community appeal 
was launched in February and fund-
raising is now the primary goal.  The 

club is also involved in Youth Ex-
change, RAWCS (have booked an-
other team to go to Fiji on Rota 
Homes project in July 2011) and other 
extensive activities. The club makes 
significant donations in the local com-
munity and abroad. Membership has 
again slightly increased and a suc-
cessful membership night was run last 
month.  
 
ALBURY 
  
The oldest club in the Group, but with 
several of the youngest members. A 
great team with first class involvement 
in the local community. Some things 
that they do: 
  
Introduced the Batt for Rotary project 
to Albury, Holbrook & Walla Walla.  
Collecting used lead-acid type batter-
ies for recycling. 
Monies collected go towards club pro-
jects with a % returning to Walla 
Walla. 
Inducted 6 new members this year.  
Used a program called "BAG" - Bring 
a Guest. 
 
Successfully ran 4 projects in the one 
week that required whole club partici-
pation - 

¶ The Murray Darling School of 
Freshwater Research, 

¶ Camp Quality kids camp in con-
junction with the combined Albury 
& Lavington Lions Clubs, 

¶ Operated a Collection Centre for 
the Royal Children's Hospital Good 
Friday Appeal counting over 
$36,000 for the day.  A project in 
conjunction with the combined 
Emergency Services of Albury, 

¶ provided cars & drivers for the AN-
ZAC Day march in Albury. 

 
Operated 2 of the 4 gates & provided 
change service to 4 gates for the Al-
bury Show back in late October. Fa-
cilitated a weekly raffle at the Astor 
Hotel raising money for Camp Quality.  
In conjunction with the combined Al-
bury & Lavington Lions Clubs. 
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Operated a BBQ at Harvey Norman 
Albury one Saturday per month. 
Manned a Collection Centre for the 
Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal. 
Provided significant donations to 
Charities via grants via the Trustees 
of the Rotary Club of Albury Founda-
tion. Organised a successful Circus 
Quirkus show with another significant 
donation to a worthwhile cause. 
  
HOLBROOK 
  
A happy club with very enthusiastic 
members. Their involvement in their 
local community is overwhelming a 
can be noted from the projects that 
they undertake:  

¶ Pride of Workmanship Awards an-
nounced Australia Day 

¶ Very successful International night 

¶ Promotional stand at Holbrook 
Festival 

¶ Catering at bull sales, Inter-church 
Dinner, Guadeloupe House visit, 
Camp Hope visit & Landcare Din-
ner 

¶ Manning the gate at Holbrook 
Races 

¶ Inducting two new members 

¶ Wood-cut for wood raffles 

¶ Street raffle for Polio Plus 

¶ Funding of enhanced childrenôs 
playground 2011-2012 

¶ Assistance for 3 schools in region 

¶ Sponsoring Billabong High School 
debating team in the Ian Murphy 
debate 

¶ Bowlscan for the month of May, set 
up in the local pharmacy 

¶ Continued hosting of Youth Ex-
change Student from France and 
outgoing to Belgium 

¶ Sponsoring student to attend the 
Youth Science Forum in Canberra 
and to attend the International Sci-
ence Forum in Pretoria 

¶ Continued funding for university 
student in Mongolia to complete a 
dentistry degree (4years 

¶ Provision of above-ground garden 
beds for quadriplegic community 
member 

¶ Support for 2 members who partici-
pated in Variety Club Bash 

¶ Support for Meals On Wheels 

¶ Assisted at Anzac Day ceremony 

¶ Three new members 

¶ Growing and selling Christmas 
trees 

¶ The Art Show and dinner ï our 
major single fundraising event 

¶ Informal meetings away from base; 
and with RC of Henty 

¶ Presidential Citation 

¶ Successful 25th Anniversary Dinner 

¶ Successful grant applications to 
CASP, FAHCSIA and Tidy Towns. 

¶ Sponsoring of Hostel for FAHCSIA 
grant for cementing/ flagpole 

  
ALBURY HUME 
  
My club, and another group of keen 
Rotarians doing their best for the com-
munity and the world. Projects and 
local involvement include: 
  

Lunch Club with 37 members ï a net 
increase of 4. The Midnight Basketball 
program run with the Albury Police 
Citizens Youth Club (PCYC) has en-
tered itsô second year and has at-
tracted the support of Carevan, a vol-
untary group that provides meals for 
the homeless and others. The Club 
organized a Gala Dinner and Auction 
which raised over $10,000 to finan-
cially support the PCYC. The River of 
Stories literacy competition continues 
with increased interest from schools 
and students but with reduced spon-
sor support. The Club continues to 
hold many BBQs and now has a fully 
equipped purpose built trailer for this 
activity. Conduct a BBQ each month 
at Harvey Norman as well as Xmas 
Carols, Million Paws Walk, and assist 
Albury City Council with any activities 
they ask. 
Other activities continue or have com-
menced including Youth Exchange, 
Carols by Candlelight, Trash and 
Treasure, Flood Relief Collection for 
Queensland and Victoria. 
Sponsor St Pauls Walla Walla & Xa-

vier High School in the Ian Murphy 
debating competition. 
Easter hampers are given out to many 
locals who are house bound over this 
period. 
  
ALBURY WEST 
  
A club with a very involved team of 
members willing to take on any task. 
Great teamwork has ensured that they 
can undertake the following commu-
nity work: 
 

¶ Have Youth Exchange student 
from France with one outgoing who 
is in Denmark. 

¶ Home hosted GSE team from Ger-
many in March this year. 

¶ Sponsored an attendee at RYLA 
last November. 

A long term commitment by all mem-
bers with Meals on Wheel each Satur-
day & Sunday every week plus Mon-
day to Friday once a month. 
Sponsor Scots School in the Ian Mur-
phy debating competition. 
Manned the collection of donations for 
the flood appeal carried out in local 
shopping centres. 
Assist with the running of Midnight 
Basketball. 
Hold 2 golf days a year. The Flair 
Cabinets day raised $5,000 for 
Ronald MacDonald House and the 
Mayor's Day raised $8,000 for Granya 
House. 
Co-ordinate and man the Nail Can Hill 
run which is conducted in May each 
year with up to 2,000 competitors. 
Last year donated $37,000 to Wood-
stock with this years' proceeds going 
to another local charity, Cooinda. Both 
are local and worthy recipients. 
Donated $1,000 to Polio Plus. 
Have a lot of success with articles in 
both local newspapers and broadcast 
media. The club is fortunate to have 
members who are senior managers at 
a local newspaper and TV station. 
The Club regularly have major social 
events to unwind and enjoy. 
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The Rotary Club of Albury is the oldest in the District being admitted to Rotary International on 2nd November, 1927. In 1927 

the District system was first introduced and Albury was in District 65, the territory being the whole of Australia. 

Other Clubs of our present District followed; Corowa (July) 1939 and Benalla (November) 1939, Wangaratta 1940, Euroa and Yarra-
wonga-Mulwala 1946, and Shepparton 1948. In 1949 District 65 became District 28 being Tasmania, part of Victoria east of longitude 
144 Degrees and part of New South Wales. Deniliquin came in 1950, Wodonga 1953, Myrtleford, Cobram and Seymour 1954 and Hei-
delberg and Coburg 1956. 

In 1957 Districts were renumbered and District 28 became District 280, then came Numurkah 1957, Bright and Finley 1959, Kyabram 
and Preston 1960, Tatura and Broadmeadows 1962, Albury North and Nathalia 1963, Tallangatta and Mooroopna 1964, followed by 
Alexandra and Thomastown in 1966, Mansfield and Corryong 1967, Greensborough 1968, Reservoir 1969, Albury West 1970 and Ap-
pin Park 1972. On July 1, 1972 District 280 was divided into two, and the above Clubs became the new District 279. 

Since then the following Clubs have been admitted to Rotary International: Kilmore/Broadford (1972); Sunbury, Eltham, Beechworth 
and Heidelberg North 1973); Shepparton South and Belvoir-Wodonga (1974); Fawkner (1975); Pascoe Vale (1976); Strathmore-
Gladstone Park, Albury Hume and Healesville (1977); Shepparton Central (1983); Wodonga West (1984); Tocumwal, Lavington, 
Craigieburn, Holbrook and Mount Beauty (1985); Jerilderie, Yea and BellbridgeLake Hume (1986); Rutherglen, Bundoora and Nagam-
bie (1987). 

In 1977 the District was re-numbered District 979 and since then we have again been re-numbered to District 9790. 
In 1982 Healesville transferred to District 981. Since then Thomastown, Fawkner, Jerilderie and Nagambie have surrendered their 
charters. 

Clubs are still being established in our District and East Shepparton was chartered in 1990, Diamond Creek in 1992, Ivanhoe and Rid-
dells Creek in 1993, Moreland in 1996, Romsey Lancefield in 1997, Whittlesea 1998 and Kinglake Ranges in 2011. District member-
ship now numbers 1880. 

ROTARY DISTRICT 9790 AREA DESCRIPTION 

Australia - New South Wales, that Portion east of longitude 144°30', south of Billabong Creek from longitude 144°30' to the Shire of 
Jerilderie, south of the northern boundaries of the Shire of Jerilderie, Urana, Culcairn, (excluding an area within five mile radius of 
Henty Post Office) and Holbrook, and that portion with a twenty mile radius of Corryong, Victoria Post Office, but excluding that portion 
within twelve mile radius of Echuca Post Office; and VICTORIA east of the southeast arc of twelve mile radius circle from the Echuca 
Post Office, of the western boundaries of the Shire of Deakin, Rodney, Goulburn, Seymour, Pyalong, Romsey and Bulla and north of 
the southern boundaries of the Cities and Shires of Broadmeadows, Coburg, Preston, Heidelberg, Eltham, Yea, Alexandra, Mansfield, 
Oxley, Bright, Tallangatta and Upper Murray. 


